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Musings from the manse
Recently, when I was driving onto an on
ramp to a local motorway, I was rather
perturbed when I moved the steering
wheel to guide the car round the corner,
and the car didn’t respond.
Instead of following the road round to
the left, the car kept going straight on,
and almost went into the barrier.
Fortunately at the last moment, the
steering responded a little, and we
continued down the on-ramp. I got the
car checked out, and everything was fine mechanically, and so there must have
been a patch of diesel or petrol on the road that caused the car to skid just for a
few seconds, which seemed like an eternity.
I was very thankful afterwards that things were not worse, and that God had been
watching over me with His angels. It reminded me again of the power of prayer,
and how important it is to pray for one another, that God keeps us safe, and
guides us through our lives. I am reminded of the verse in Mark’s gospel where it
says:
“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house,
and went off to a solitary place where he prayed.”
Mark 1: 35
(Continued on page 2)
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Jesus is the Son of God - in His life on earth, he walked so closely with God, and
was anointed and inspired by God’s Holy Spirit. Yet even He needed to be quiet
and to spend time with God in prayer, in order to have the strength and wisdom
and insight he needed each day.
This must challenge each one of us as to the condition of our own prayer life, how
eager we are to read His word, and to spend time in God’s presence - praising
God, giving Him thanks, enjoying His presence, asking for His help for others and
for ourselves. So often we are too busy to be truly still, and to listen to what God
might be saying to us.
In our church family, we want to encourage people to pray. We remember the
words from Isaiah 65: 24:
“Before they call, I answer
While they are still speaking, I will hear” says the Lord.”
When we pray, we are told that God hears and answers. Yet we are left with many
questions. Sometimes we pray for many years but do not find the answers we seek.
Sometimes we wonder if God is listening, and why He allows the terrible suffering
there is in the world. There are no easy answers. Yet we know that God is good,
that He is loving and kind, and that we can trust Him, even when life makes no
sense.
Later in this edition of the magazine you can read about our Bible Study
programme in the autumn and the exciting news about us hosting ‘Soul Space’
once again this year.
As we look at the topic of prayer and spirituality, in this coming session, may God
helps us to grow in our faith, and deepen our relationship with Him. If this is the
one thing we do in the session ahead, then we cannot chose any better than to
know Jesus Christ in a new way, and to live in His love day by day.
Wishing you many prayers and every blessing,

Fiona Gardner
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Letters and Notice Board
Quiz Night

Messy Church

On Friday 18th September at
7pm we will be having an all
age quiz night. Please put
this date in your diary and
come along!

Our next Messy Church is on Friday 11th
September, 5.30pm to 7.30pm. Messy
Church consists of crafts, games, stories
and food and is
aimed at all ages from babies to
senior citizens!
All welcome!

The deadline for the Christmas
edition of Crosstalk is
Sunday 8th November 2015
Articles can be handed to me on a Sunday
(I’ll do the typing!) or emailed to:
michaelgshanks@outlook.com or any
other way you can think to get the
information to me!

Michael Shanks

With thanks
On behalf of my aunt Mrs Margaret
Finlayson my husband and I would like to
thank Elizabeth Robertson and her team
for the beautiful flowers received from the
church ,they are very uplifting to her as
she loves flowers. Thank you all.

Evening Services
At a recent Kirk Session
meeting, for various reasons, it
was decided to have a monthly
evening service - on the third
Sunday of the month.
It will be a ‘Prayers for Healing’
service, unless it is a celebration
of the sacrament of
communion.
This new pattern
of services will be
reviewed after a
year.

Fiona Gardner

Muriel and Billy Walker
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Congregational Register
Baptisms - we give thanks for the baptism of:
19th April - Jessica Patricia Nancy Grady
Blessings - we give thanks for the blessings of:
8th March – Murray Floan
25th July – Aaron and Ailie Jack
Weddings - “united in marriage”
25th July - Kirsty Melarkey and Gavin Jack
30th July – Moira Baillie and Leslie Gillard
Deaths - “blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
Margaret McColl – March 2015
Jenny Peach – March 2015
Ella Neilson – March 2015
Kathleen Buchan – April 2015
Isabel Brodie – May 2015
Fred Tosh – June 2015
Mary Picken – August 2015
Disjunctions/Certificate of Transference
Jack Neilson – to Dunoon
Robert Orr – to St Paul’s Church, Milngavie
Margaret Smith – to St Georges Tron
New member - we extend a warm welcome to:
Sheila Gartshore
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Blythswood
Shoeboxes

A Season of
Prayer

Alison Gray

Fiona Gardner

Thanks to all who bought quizzes and
gave donations. We raised £115.
This year we hope to fill shoeboxes for:
Teenage boys - 71
Teenage girls - 4
Elderly ladies - 73
Children aged 3-12 - 60
These are what we need to fill them:
Teenage boys: socks
Elderly ladies: vests and pants
Toiletries, especially for teenage boys,
soap, shower gel, shampoo,
toothpaste, combs, face clothes etc.
Stationary - sharpened pencils, felt tip
pens, crayons, pens, rubbers,
notebooks
Toys - toy cars, balls etc.
I’ll leave a box in the old hall from late
September / early October. If you are
able to contribute any items, we would
be most grateful.

As we start our autumn session, our
theme is going to be thinking about
prayer. Our Bible study group will be
looking at material from Philip Yancey
on prayer, and this starts on Wed 9th
September at 7.30pm.
Most Wednesday evenings - except
the first Wednesdays of the month we will look at this material, and wrestle
with some of the questions we might
have. Everyone is very welcome to
come along to this group. It is also
preceded by a prayer time at 6.40pm,
and again everyone is welcome to
come along.
We are also excited to be hosting
“Soul Space” again this year, a joint
initiative with Knightswood St
Margaret’s church and Knightswood
Baptist church to invite children from
the local primary school to explore
issues of identity and spirituality.
“Soul Space” will be taking place in our
sanctuary from 21st September until
24th September, and there will be open
times when it is available for everyone
to come along. The weekly intimation
sheet will give more information about
this nearer the time.

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Supporting
Traidcraft
an update from Jim Stewart
This summer Traidcraft issued an appeal
to churches throughout the UK seeking
support for their work with the world’s
poorest farmers and producers. The
backdrop to this appeal is the
forthcoming publication of Traidcraft’s
accounts, which will show a trading loss
for the fourth year in a row.
It seems that Traidcraft’s trade has been
adversely affected by its own success in
encouraging the major supermarkets to
sell Fairtrade products. It is good that
supermarkets have been persuaded to
stock Fairtrade products but this does
not mean that the task of bringing
fairness and justice to world trade is
complete.
Unfortunately, injustice in trade and its
resultant poverty is as much of a scandal
now as it was in 1979 when Traidcraft was
established as a Christian response to
inequities in the world trading system.
When we are supermarket shopping it
is good to buy products which have the
Fairtrade label as this signifies that
certain things such as conditions of
employment are being complied with.
However, it is also good to buy
products direct from Traidcraft, for in
doing so, we are supporting their work

Page 6

with the most vulnerable farmers and
artisans and processors.
Church stalls such as ours account for a
significant proportion of Traidcraft’s
sales. Do you have friends who belong
to other churches where there is no
stall? Please let them know how easy it
would be for them to set up their own.
Although the turnover here is quite
modest, when it is multiplied by the
huge number of churches involved, the
total sales from churches represent a
significant share of Traidcraft’s total UK
turnover.
Our Traidcraft stall is open on the first
Sunday of each month, when it is
possible for members and friends to
buy fairly traded products ranging from
essentials such as tea, coffee and
cereals to greetings cards, sweets and
chocolate treats. The stall can only
stock a tiny proportion of the food,
household and gift items available from
Traidcraft. You can find out what else is
available from the catalogue. You can
get your own copy of the catalogue at
the stall and orders may be made from
it at any time.
So, when you come to church on the
first Sunday of the month, remember to
bring your purse or wallet with you, so
that you can buy yourself or someone
else a wee treat, and support the work
of Traidcraft.
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Choir News
Stewart Henderson
By the time this article appears in the
magazine, the major work on the organ
should be completed.
We are fortunate in Temple Anniesland
in having such a fine instrument and,
obviously, professional maintenance is
essential to ensure that it is kept in
good working order.
Sometime ago the organ tuner
recommended that, in addition to
regular tuning, the organ would benefit
from a thorough cleaning of all the
pipework and mechanism within this
complex instrument.
The contract was approved by the
board, and the work was carried out in
the middle of August. It has been an
expensive commitment for the church
but I'm sure we would all agree that it
has been well worth it to ensure that
this valued church asset continues to
play an essential and vital role in our
worship.

On another matter, as we approach the
time of year when the organisations
resume after the summer recess, I make
a plea to those in the congregation
who enjoy singing to consider joining
the church choir.
Our faithful band of singers continues
to contribute to the services with an
introit and an anthem on most Sundays
throughout the year, but as our
numbers decrease, it is becoming
increasingly difficult to provide our
musical offerings on a regular basis.
Please note that an ability to read music
is not a requirement so don't let that
put you off!
Choir practices are on Thursday
evenings at 8.00pm and only last for
about an hour.
Singing in a choir can be both
enjoyable and fulfilling so do give it
your consideration. Please see me after
the service or contact me by phone if
you are interested.

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Treasurer’s
Report
Fergus Platt
A couple of months ago I had to inform
Kathleen that her indoors would not be
able to do her Thursday Service, and I
jokingly suggested that I would take her
place. Unfortunately Kathleen didn’t
realise that I was joking and she said
that would be great.
So on 28th May I duly took the
Thursday service. Once I had got over
the shock of actually having to take the
service I decided my theme would be”
Count your Blessings.” The first hymn
had to be, of course, “Count your
Blessings”. Unfortunately it was
nowhere to be found in the modern
Hymn Books.
How things work out! I was clearing out
a cupboard and found one of my dad’s
old hymn books and sure enough
“Count your Blessings” words and
music was in it.
Prior to the service one of the
congregation who shall be nameless
(but I will give you a clue she sings in
the choir) sent me two very good funny
stories that I could use. All in all I think
the service went ok, but maybe it didn’t
as I haven’t been asked back. Definitely
only kidding Kathleen!
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Someday I will only report on our
financial affairs . Anyway how are we
doing financially? As I have already
mentioned a good number of the
congregation pay by standing order
and I have noted an increase in a good
many of these standing orders.
Thank you to everyone who has
increased their givings. In fact I would
like to thank everyone for their givings.
I am amazed on a Sunday morning
when we count the non Gift Aid
envelopes the amount of money in
them. At this point I think it is time for
my usual plug. If you pay tax please
contact Elisabeth Robertson (959 0498)
to sign a gift aid form in order that we
can get a further 25% on your givings.
As you know our main church fund is
our General Fund and it is
unfortunately in deficit to date this year.
In other words we have spent more
than we have received by £2,228. All
bills have been paid to date. Through
the Fabric Fund we have spent £6,941
on the manse ( £507 for a new alarm
system and £6,434 on fixing the roof
including pointing and painting).
Unfortunately dry rot has again been
found in the manse and this will have to
be eradicated. With regards the church,
the replacement/fixing of old hall
windows has still to be carried out and I
am hoping that the Funds presently in
the Fund set up to cover this repair/
renewal will cover the work.
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I am trying to convince the
Congregational Board that we should
have a new sign on the side of the
church facing Bearsden Road and they
are looking into getting a new sign. The
letters keep falling off the wall and it is
very expensive to replace them.
What do you think of the new hall floor
and the painting of the new hall? All the
work was done by volunteers and the
church only had to pay for the
materials. A big thank you to all the
volunteers who were to my knowledge
organised by Alan Preston. It certainly
looks like a NEW HALL now!
We have received a legacy from the
estate of the late Miss Elspeth Black of
£2,000 which means, in total to date
this year, we have received £4,000 of
legacies. Initially this £4,000 has been
credited to the General Fund to offset
the deficit, therefore making it a
surplus.
(I trust you are following all this as I am
getting a bit lost. Only kidding!)
Since my last report we have collected
£457.41 for the Nepal Disaster Appeal
and sent the money to Christian Aid for
the Appeal. This collection was made
during the Communion Service in June
and I find that ,if the collection is made
during the service, more is collected
than would be with a retiring collection.

The Gentlemen’s Dining club have had
two dinners recently and £55 was
donated to Mary’s Meals and £33 to
Christian Aid.
Over the years I have lost many good
friends in the church and recently I lost
another one, Fred Tosh. Fred was a
gentleman, he was cultured, articulate,
had a good sense of humour and he
was so polite that he laughed at my
jokes.
I was with Fred quite a bit before his
death and had many good discussions
with him and although he was unable
to attend church, he wanted to know
what was going on. He even asked for a
full set of accounts as he said he
needed something to put him to sleep
at night. I will certainly miss, and
definitely will remember, Fred.

Our thanks
From Reena Tosh and family
Friends,
My family and I would like to thank
everyone for their expressions of
sympathy received after the death
of Fred.
We appreciated all the cards,
telephone calls and visits at this sad
time. This all helped to lighten the
moment for us.

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Sunday Club meet Karlho!

(www.compassionuk.org). Compassion
UK works through local churches in
poor communities around the world to
release children from poverty.

Ellen Griffiths

By sponsoring a child we are giving a
child access to a project which will help
them to learn about God, to fulfil their
God-given potential and to become a
responsible Christian adult.

Over the last few weeks at Sunday Club
we have started exploring some of the
Psalms. We began by focusing on
Psalm 139 using this version of the first
few verses (with actions, of course!):
“Wow, God! You know me
through and through!
You care about each thing I do.
You see me sleep each night
and work each day.

We are now sponsoring Karlho who is 7
years old and lives in Honduras. We
will be writing regular letters to him and
are looking forward to reading his
letters to us! We will also be praying for
Karlho and his family and hope that our
support for him as he grows up will
make a huge difference to them all.

You hear each thing I think and say.
You keep me safe wherever I go.
There's nothing about
me you don't know.
You put me together inside my mum.
You knew me before I
came out of her tum.
You made me special:
I don't know how, God.
You made me special:
I just say 'Wow, God'!”
In thinking about how special God
made each of us we were reminded
about the impact this should have on
how we care for each other. One way
we decided we could do this was to get
involved in sponsoring a child through
the charity, Compassion.
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There are many children across the
world whom Compassion would like to
match with sponsors. If you are
interested in sponsoring a child for £25
a month, you can find out more on
their website or by calling 01932
836490.
Alternatively, please speak to me for
more information.
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My speech
John Brown
As you all probably know my
daughter Jennifer got married on
Friday 14th August, at the Memorial
Chapel at Glasgow University. As
the proud father of the bride, I’d
like to share with you my speech at
the Reception. I hope you enjoy it as
much as I did writing it as it brought
back many happy memories.

School Days:One day when I came home from work
Janette said that Jennifer had something
to tell me. Unusually Jennifer was looking
forward to going to school because they
were having some dancing tomorrow.

When I came in from work I asked
Jennifer, “How was school today and
what about the dancing.” Jennifer looked
rather demure and said just one phrase,
“It involves boys Dad!” Things must have
improved after a while because some
time later Jennifer came in from school
and was all smiles and said, “Guess what,
How it all started:Dad, I danced with the best looking boy
I remember like it was yesterday, the
in the class”. After a discussion it turned
night when Jennifer was born, it was
out it was ladies choice at the dancing
23hours 24minutes on 13th October in ...
and Jennifer was last to get a partner
well, I won't mention the year because as
because the good looking boy had been
Jennifer once reminded me: after a lady
having a comfort break.
is 21 you don't mention age, Dad!
Moving on:When I met Peter for the first time I
instantly liked him, and thought he was
typical student material, easy going and
likes socialising, with studying usually
coming last in the list. Yet I found Peter
was highly motivated with his work and
my admiration of him increased. Peter
also makes good choices. After all he has
just married Jennifer. Now Jennifer has
My surprise gave way to wonder as I
triumphed both professionally and
looked down at this helpless little bundle personally and both Janette and I are
of life and when I saw these blue eyes
exceedingly happy to welcome Peter
and they still are blue I knew from that
into our family as our son in law.
moment on we couldn't do anything else
but love her and care for her, and now
Peter has that pleasure.
Anyway to get back to the birth, after the
baby was tidied up and wrapped in
towelling the midwife carefully placed
her in my arms, saying "well, Mr Brown
this is your daughter" I must admit this
took me by surprise as I am well
accustomed to handling animals of all
shapes and sizes but a human baby, "our
daughter" is something else!

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Church of
Scotland News
Excerpts taken from
churchofscotland.org.uk
Speaking out on the migrant crisis
at Calais
The Church of Scotland has joined with
the Baptist Union, Methodist Church and
United Reformed Church in a joint
statement about the ongoing crisis.
“We are compelled to speak out on this
issue. As Christian churches we follow
One who was himself a refugee and who
demonstrated that all people have an
inherent, God-given dignity.”
“We ask all our congregations and
members to respond to an urgent call to
prayer, to remember in our churches the
importance and equal value God places
on every human life, and to seek wisdom
that we can challenge injustice and work
for peace for the whole world. Let us
seek direction and discernment for
ourselves and for our leaders for
solutions to this ongoing crisis, for the
sake of all peoples.”

Church welcomes 19 new recruits
to Ministry
Nineteen new recruits to Church of
Scotland ministry have been accepted
following the first round of this year's
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assessment conferences. A further 34
candidates are eligible to be considered
this autumn and hopes are high this
year's intake of trainees could prove be
the largest for some time.
Anyone with an interest in ministry can
find out more information by visiting the
'Tomorrow's Calling' section of the
Church of Scotland’s website.

Minister’s tea makes its way to the
White House
A cup of tea is in the tool box of any
good minister. But growing your own
and having it given to the President of
the United States is surely going above
and beyond the call of duty.
This is the incredible experience of Rev
Liz Gibson, a minister on Mull, who only
a year ago decided to turn her hand to
tea growing with husband Martyn.

Good News newsletter
The Church of Scotland has recently
launched a new online newsletter “Good
News” - featuring some of the successes
and good work of the Church and its
members from parishes around
Scotland.
You can read these newsletters here:
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
news_and_events/good_news
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God’s Answer
For You
From St Andrew’s Blackadder
Church of Scotland magazine
For all the negative things we have
to say to ourselves, God has a
positive answers...
You say: It's impossible.
God says: All things are possible. (Luke
18:27)
You say: Nobody really loves me.
God says: I love you. (John 3:16 & John
13:34)
You say: I can't go on.
God says: My grace is sufficient. (II
Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 91:15)
You say: I can't figure things out.
God says: I will direct your steps.
(Proverbs 3:5-6)
You say: I can't do it.
God says: You can do all things through
Christ.. (Philippians 4:13)

You say: I can't forgive myself.
God says: I FORGIVE YOU. (I John 1:9 &
Romans 8:1)
You say: I can't manage.
God says: I will supply all your needs.
(Philippians 4:19)
You say: I'm afraid.
God says: I have not given you a spirit of
fear (II Timothy 1:7)
You say: I'm always worried and
frustrated.
God says: Cast all your cares on ME. (I
Peter 5:7)
You say: I don't have enough faith.
God says: I've given everyone a measure
of faith. (Romans 12:3)
You say: I'm not smart enough.
God says: I give you wisdom. (I
Corinthians 1:30)
You say: I feel all alone.
God says: I will never leave you nor
forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5)

You say: I'm not able.
God says: I am able. (II Corinthians 9:8)
You say: It's not worth it.
God says: It will be worth it. (Roman 8:28)

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Polar
Explorers!
Fiona Gardner
Our Polar Explorer's holiday club took
place from 27th - 31st July, and we
were all transformed into polar
adventurers, seeking to explore the vast
expanses of ice, to get an important
message to Professor Von Evian.
On our journey, we sang songs, made
craft, played games, enjoyed
snacks, and learned about Bible
Explorers:
Peter - never too many mistakes
Stephen - no task too small
Philip - never too near or far
Paul - never too bad
Timothy - never too old or young
We learned that whatever we have
done, whoever we are, whatever age or
gender we are, we are all part of God's
team.
On average, we had 25-30 Primary one
to Primary Seven children each day,
and it was great to welcome them and
their families.

Ellen was an amazing coleader (Penguin Ellen - to give Ellen her
proper title) and worked so hard
preparing everything,
with flair and inspiration.
An enormous thank you to everyone
on the Polar Explorer team for this
week - to Evelyn, Stacey, Jade, John,
Louise, June, Christine,
Margaret, Sheena and Amanda,
Debbie, Gail, Alan and Cara.
A big thank you especially to Louise and
Christine who co-ordinated the craft, to
Gail and Alan who made the 550 milk
bottle igloo, and to Les for making up
the Polar explorer powerpoint.
Thank you also to Craig, Heather and
Dee for their willingness to help out.
If I have missed anyone please forgive
me. Thank you to everyone for their
prayers, and donations of amazing
cakes! We look forward to our next
holiday club next summer!
There are some photos of the great fun
we had on the next page!

We had a relatively new and quite small
team of huskies (helpers) - but they
were fantastic, and worked together
brilliantly.
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Church Calendar
Wednesday 9th 6.45pm Prayer and 7.30pm first of Wed bible studies on prayer
Friday 11th September 5.30-7.30pm Messy church
Sunday 13th September - 11am worship The life of David
Friday 18th September - 7pm - All age quiz night - everyone welcome!
Sunday 20th September - 11am The sacrament of communion will be celebrated
Sunday 20th September - 6.30pm sacrament of communion will be celebrated
Monday 21st – 24th September - Soul Space
Sunday 27th September 11am morning worship
Saturday 3rd October - 10am- 12 noon - Blythswood coffee morning
Sunday 4th October 11am all age Harvest service
Wednesday 7th October - 7.30pm Congregational Board meeting
Friday 9th October - Youth Night - “the Big Night in”
Sunday 11th October - 11am the Guild Dedication service
Sunday 18th October - 11am worship and 6.30pm Prayers for healing service
Sunday 25th October - 11am worship
Sunday 1st November - 11am worship
Wednesday 4th November 7.30pm Kirk Session meeting
Sunday 8th November - 10.45 am Remembrance service - an all age service
Friday 13th November - 7.30pm CSW meeting at St George’s Tron Church of
Scotland. Meeting about the persecuted church around the world
Sunday 15th November - 11am worship and 6.30pm Prayers for healing
Sunday 22nd November - 11am worship
Friday 27th November - 5.30pm Messy church
Saturday 28th November - 10am -12 noon Christmas fair
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