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Musings from the
manse - Pilgrimage
“ We are invited to make a pilgrimage, into the heart
and life of God.” Dallas Willard.
"As I make my slow pilgrimage through the world, a
certain sense of beautiful mystery seems to gather and
grow." A.C. Benson.
Our theme for the year ahead - 2016-17 is one of
pilgrimage, a sacred journey with God, to wherever he
might call. We are very familiar with this idea from
John Bunyan’s book Pilgrim’s Progress from 1678, when he writes about Christian,
an everyman character, who has to travel through life to get to the Celestial City,
facing various temptations and obstacles along the way. It is a fascinating book.
In many ways we forget that, for all those who believe in Jesus Christ, we are
making our way to our ultimate destination - heaven itself. Our life is just a
journey, where we make our way through life, with God as our Guide and
Companion along the road.
On Saturday 3rd of September, some of our congregation went on a pilgrimage
day to Luss, on Loch Lomond. It was a bit of a grey, rainy day, yet we went to find
out a little about St Kessog, who lived and witnessed to Jesus’ love in the Loch
Lomond area and into the Trossachs, around 510-530 AD. It was a good day,
when we remembered that travelling with companions is a blessing in itself, as is
(Continued on page 2)
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eating together. We had times of getting lost, of exploring, of finding new ways, or
seeing great beauty - the Loch in the mist - and of sharing with one another. It
was brilliant to find the pilgrimage walk in the glebe at the Church of Scotland
church in Luss, and to see the massive celtic cross and the remembrance garden. It
was a time to rediscover something of our celtic roots, and to think of Luss as a
place where Christians had worshipped for over 1,500 years. It was indeed a sacred
journey.
And so our pilgrimage theme for the year ahead has three components:
Rediscovering our roots – a day away at Luss to think of St Kessog, and then
two shorter outings, one to see the standing stones at Govan, and one to
Glasgow cathedral. Watch out for dates for these two trips coming up!
Hospitality - themes of welcome; how we can get to know one another better,
and show hospitality of the heart to one another, and to people in the
parish.
Reflection on how we journey with God. Thinking of what it means to journey
with God will be central to our book group - as we look at the book
Sensible shoes, by Sharon Garlough Brown. The group can be joined at
anytime. It is great to have this new initiative, every second Saturday
morning, helping us look at the process of spiritual formation.
(Continued on page 3)
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As a church family and as individuals, we all need to seek the direction of God to
see where He is leading us. The journeying can be challenging, exciting,
frustrating, bewildering, yet we know we can trust God to lead us.
Whatever the year ahead brings, may we pray for and support one another, and
know that God is leading us on a pilgrimage, and that He will bless us with His
presence. And so we close with the words of the celtic blessing:
“May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
and rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.”
With every blessing,

Fiona Gardner

Blythswood Shoeboxes
We again plan to fill shoeboxes for Blythswood Care during October.
The number of boxes planned is:
40 Teenage boys; 5 Men: 10 Elderly women; 4 Teenage girls; 23 Children (age
5-12). We concentrate on teenage boys as often not many people pack boxes
for them.
We have the basics: hats, scarves and gloves; but would be grateful for
contributions of the following:
Shampoo and Shower Gel - especially for teenage boys (not more than 250ml)
Toothpaste - supermarkets’ own brands are fine.
Soap
Sweets - NO chocolate is allowed. Small packets such as ‘Chewitts’ are fine.
Each pack must have the date on it - sell by date AFTER MARCH 2017
Anything else is welcome, as Blythswood can use almost anything, but things
must be new - and fit in a shoebox!
I’ll put a box on a table in the Old Hall on Sundays 2nd, 9th, and 16th
October if you would like to contribute anything. With thanks,
Alison Gray
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Congregational Register
Deaths - “blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
May
June
July

-

Muriel Kent
(Nursing Home)
Jean Fleming (Church Family)
May Trott
(Nursing Home)

Disjunctions/Certificate of Transference - we wish every blessing to:
Leslie Smyrl

New members - we extend a warm welcome to:
Elizabeth Cottrell
Sheina Roberts

The deadline for the
Winter edition of
Crosstalk is
Sunday 6th November
2016
Articles can be handed to the team
on the audio visual desk in the
church, to the church office or
emailed to:
office@tachurch.org.uk or any
other way you can think to get the
information to someone in the
office and communications team.
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Art Exhibition

Ev Hogarth and friends at West
Glasgow New Church would like to
invite any friends and members of the
congregation to visit their Art Exhibition
on Friday 4th Nov 6pm - 9pm and
Saturday 5th Nov 10am-4pm The
Exhibition is at the WGNC outreach hall
Summerfield Centre in Smith Street,
Whiteinch. Free entry. Pictures can be
viewed, admired or purchased!
A percentage of the proceeds will be
given to Alzheimer's Scotland It would
be lovely to see you there. Ev Hogarth
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Notes and Notices
Thank You

I would like to thanks everyone for
their support, thoughtfulness and
prayers over the last 6 months. It has
been a long haul.
Hopefully I’m on the mend after my
operation and getting back to a bit of
normality. Thanks again,
Evelyn MacDonald

Flower Deliveries
If anyone is able to deliver Church
Flowers once or twice a year
could you please let Elisabeth
Robertson know? We are short of
delivery people at the moment.

My thanks

With gratitude
Thank you to all the ladies in the
Guild, the Minister and church members for sending me all the get well
cards. Thank you also for the lovely
bunch of flowers.
All your friendship, shown in so many
ways, makes me feel better and
stronger.
Love, Lilian Cormack

With thanks
I would like to say ‘Thank You’ to
everyone, for their support, thoughts
and prayers over the last six months
after my injury. It has been a long
haul.
Hopefully I’m on the mend after my
operation and able to get back to a
bit of normality.
Thank you all,
Evelyn MacDonald.

I would like to thank everyone at
Temple-Anniesland who visited or
wrote to my mother May Trott over
the past year and supported us
both with such kindness and
friendship. Over many years Mum
enjoyed the fellowship of the
church, participating in Guild,
Wednesday Circle and Friendship
clubs and making many dear
friends. Her funeral in July truly
reflected her life and beliefs and
brought me great comfort. I am so
grateful to Fiona for the love and
care she gave to us both. My
thanks to all who have written,
phoned or visited me since and
who often shared happy memories.
Your prayers and kindness have
sustained me at this sad time.
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A new
adventure

goings on in the church and always sent
me her thoughts when I’m sure she had
a million other things going on.

To the rest of the Crosstalk team – all
those who have printed it, to Murdoch
and his team of collators, to all who
There is always a danger in writing a
distribute it around the parish, to Fergus
letter such as this. Firstly, the list of
who never failed to provide ten times
people to thank becomes reminiscent of the word count each edition and as
a bad Oscars speech. Then there is the many golfing anecdotes as any
risk you inadvertently miss someone
magazine has space for! Thanks also to
out. Nevertheless, I’ve come to the end Claire who had an eye for detail in
of my time as the editor of your
picking up all my (considerable!) typos.
Crosstalk Magazine, and I wanted to say Particularly thanks to all of the
farewell.
communications team for their patience
in my occasional (okay, frequent)
Believe it or not (and I had to check
difficulty at sticking to deadlines – I think
twice, just to be sure!) I’ve been wielding
I got better, but there is definitely still
the editorial ‘red pen’ now for three
room for improvement!
years. Initially it was one of those things
we all do – not wanting to say no when Perhaps most importantly of all, a
volunteers were sought. But over the
heartfelt thanks to you – the reader. It
years I came to really enjoy it – meeting was always lovely to hear comments
lots of new people, finding out about
about interesting articles, or things that
their news, sharing in both their sorrow had stimulated some discussion over
at bereavements and loss and their joy coffee. Without you there really isn’t
at many more happier occasions.
much point, so thank you!
I’m off on a new adventure in my
I’m moving on from Temple Anniesland
Christian faith. Who knows where I’ll end
to pastures new and so I’m handing
up, but I know at some point our paths
over the reins of Crosstalk to your
will cross again. I’ve had a great time at
excellent Communications Team.
Temple-Anniesland, I’ve learned a lot
from all of you and I wish you all every
Before I go though, there are a lot of
good wish for the future.
people to thank.

Michael Shanks

Firstly, thanks to Fiona who always
provides the bulk of information on the
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Keeping you in my prayers,
Michael
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Extracts from
Presbytery
Meetings
Anne Weir
May 2016:

The meeting was held in Sherbrooke St
Gilbert’s Parish Church. The meeting
was constituted by the Moderator, Rev
Tom Pollock.
Special speaker Mr Ewan Mackie of the
Lodging House Mission reported that,
as well as providing meals, a safe
environment and assistance and
support , the LHM can accommodate
45 homeless men and women during
the winter months.
Discussions at the Presbytery’s April
regional meetings concluded that 5
strategic points should be developed to
benefit the Presbytery and
congregational spiritual growth:
1. Developing confidence in sharing
faith.
2. Developing pathways to faith.
3. Supporting churches as the develop
multi-strand expressions of worship
and discipleship.
4. Developing theme-based networks
and a sharing of resources
5. Communications

Moderator - the new moderator of
Glasgow Presbytery Rev Jeanne
Roddick (Greenbank PC) would be
installed on 26th June.
Ecumenical Relations and Interfaith
Matters - the committee reported
discussions about the use of C of S
premises for prayer or worship by
people of non-Christian faiths.
After discussion it was recommended
that the matter ought to be reflected
on by every local church, and further
advice sought from the Theological
Forum of the General Assembly.

June 2016:

The Moderator was Rev Stuart Smith.
A report was given on the business of
the 2016 General Assembly. 845
Commissioners attended and the Rt.
Rev Justin Welby(Archbishop of
Canterbury) was a welcome participant.
Vacancy Business - .Rev Stuart Smith
(Partick Trinity) has become Minister of
Gairloch and Dundonnell Church, in the
Presbytery of Gairloch.
Ecumenical Relations and Interfaith
Matters - The committee would like to
encourage good ecumenical
relationships and Interfaith bridgebuilding in all churches.
Community Responsibility - Presbytery
food bank list is on the website. The
Lodging House Mission is now able to
provide free food at lunchtime for
anyone in need.

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Treasurer’s
Report
Fergus Platt
I remember when I used to do the
accounts without a computer. I
certainly could not do them now that
way with the number of funds we now
have. Well I probably could do it but it
would be hard going. I am sure that
you have all read the church accounts
(he said with tongue in cheek) and
know the funds off by heart as I do.
Just to refresh your memory, they are,
in no set order, Old Hall Windows
Fund, Flower Fund, Audio Visual Fund,
Choir Fund, Benevolent Fund, Library
Fund, Printing and Publication Fund,
Youth Development Fund, General
Fund, Reserve Fund and Youth Worker
Fund which makes 11 funds in all. What
are all the funds for? Well I think they
are self-explanatory. They are all in
credit apart from the General Fund
which is slightly in debit which means
that we have spent more than we have
received this year. Seriously am I
worried? Not really, as a cheque is
awaited from the taxman.
Which reminds me of my usual plug:IF YOU PAY TAX AND HAVE NOT YET
SIGNED A GIFT AID TAX FORM PLEASE
CONTACT ELISABETH ROBERTSON
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ON TELEPHONE NUMBER 959 0498.
Mind you, I think it might be a good
idea for us all to review our givings as
in my opinion we will have more
outgoings than income in the General
Fund this year.
It was decided by the Kirk Session that
we should increase our youth worker’s
hours from 12 to 16 hours with an
increase in payment accordingly. This
then went to the Congregational
Board as funding was involved to be
ratified. As you will have noted above
we do have a Youth Worker Fund
which is funded mainly by payments
received for the hiring of our premises.
This fund is not a restricted fund which
means it can be used as has happened
in the past to mainly help to reduce
shortfall in our General Fund.
The Congregational Board also agreed
the funding but I was not too sure if
the hall hires would fully cover
outgoing payments, so I have been
granted permission by the Kirk Session
to request donations to ensure that
youth worker’s salary was fully covered.
I have already received two donations
from members of the Kirk Session and
would now ask for donations from
members of the congregation. Please
put donations in an envelope marked
Youth Worker and place in the plate or
hand to me. Could you make sure that
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your name is on the donation in order £367.51 to the St Margaret of Scotland
that we can claim gift aid on it if you Hospice.
It was agreed by the
have signed a Gift Aid Form.
Congregational Board that £500
should be given to Knightswood
Our offerings are up compared to this Secondary School to assist with their
time last year but unfortunately, trip to Malawi and a teacher and three
mainly due to roof repairs, our students came to church a few
General Fund is in deficit. In other Sundays ago to tell us about their trip
words we have spent more than we and thank us for our donation. It is
have received. Fortunately we have also hoped that after the visit they will
reserves to cover the shortfall.
return to church to tell us all about it.
We were discussing at a meeting
recently in the church what our first
wish would be for our church. The
almost unanimous decision was a
modern building with loads of space.
The
Church
of
Scotland
is
unfortunately lumbered with a lot of
old listed buildings (of which we are
one) which are expensive to maintain.
I am involved with a church which has
recently been rebuilt and it is amazing
to see the reduction in outlays
compared to their old buildings. For
the foreseeable future we will have to
get by with our present buildings
which fortunately are, in my opinion,
in a good state of repair.

The other Sunday I was not in church
as I was away at another church where
my niece was becoming an elder. I did
come back to Temple Anniesland to
count the collection and someone said
to me that they knew I was not in
church as they could not hear me. I
am still trying to work out whether or
not that is a compliment.
Fergus
[I am reliably informed that it was a

sincere compliment. See the article on
singing in worship. Ed]

Since my last report we have made
two very good donations, thanks to
the congregation. £867.56 went to
Christian Aid, and when they add Gift
Aid the donation will be over one
thousand pounds. We also donated
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Still Places, Holy Places?
John Brown
I find the world is an increasingly
busy and noisy place. When on
holiday I search out the places
that are less so. In cities, towns or
villages these still quiet places
are to be found in Churches, Libraries, possibly parks or special
places of interest.
When we have a space where
silence is predominant our
senses are heightened, we become more aware of our surroundings, more connected, more complete and are able to see things more
clearly. We can put the human condition into a more grounded perspective.
These places allow us to take the time to soak up the quiet ambience and let it
enrich us. This is very much a passive experience on our part. I marvel at the
beauty around us and appreciate what our creator God has done for us.
The Earth is indeed a beautiful place.
The tree holds a special place in the human psyche, and is traditionally linked
with Christianity, and other faiths.
The tree is a symbol of stability in a very unstable world; it is a special symbol in
Christianity and has a rich heritage. Examples are: The Tree of Life in the garden of Eden
Moses and "The burning Bush".
Jesus Christ our Saviour, son of a carpenter, was crucified on a wooden cross,
to name just a few.
A tree bonds with the earth intimately through its root structure, which also
stabilises the soil helping to prevent landslides in heavy rain, and the branches
give shelter.
Page 10
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I found such a "still place" quite unexpectedly when I was on holiday on the
island of Lesvos in the village of Petra. The village resort of Petra is named after
the rock that rises 40 metres in the centre of the village. On top of this rock sits
the Church, built and named after the recovery of the Icon of Panaghia Glykofilousa. (Virgin Mary of the sweet kiss.). This monument is one of the most important shrines of Lesvos.
After climbing up the 100 odd steps to the top I went into the church and took
a lot of photos, lit a candle and silently prayed. When I came out I saw a tree at
the back of the courtyard and paused; I felt very drawn to the tree, so went
over and stood under its branches to get out of the sun that was directly overhead. The tree didn't offer much protection, yet as I stood there I felt a cloak of
peace descend over me. I felt at peace with the world and within myself. Time
seemed to stand still. This experience was quite profound and I did not want to
leave. Eventually I left, but not before taking a photo, now one of my most
treasured. In subsequent years I have always visited this place every time I am
back on Lesvos.
To me this is one of these special places which tends to project an unforced
awareness, a sense of awe, wonder and completeness, and Spiritual renewal.
We must value and protect these spaces that are becoming less prevalent in
today's civilised western society. They are so much more than just quiet places!
Due to our modern lifestyle these special places are increasingly important to
our spiritual and emotional wellbeing as they offer an antidote/alternative to
the busyness of our modern, full-on lifestyle and help us find the quiet and
stillness we need to connect with our Lord and master, Jesus Christ.
‘But the silence in the mind
is when we live best, within
listening distance of the silence we call God ...
It is a presence, then,
Whose margins are our margins;
that calls us out over our
own fathoms.’

From ‘But the silence in the mind’ by R.S Thomas
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Youth work update
September 2016
As several people have started telling
me how many sleeps there are until
Christmas, we are clearly already well
into the 2016-17 school year! Although
the summer holidays may seem a long
time ago, it’s only a couple of months
since we had the pleasure (I can say this
in retrospect now the stress of
organising it is done!) of welcoming
around 20-25 young people to our
Holiday Club. For me, the well-attended
service on the Sunday following the
Holiday Club week demonstrated how
successful the club was and how much
fun was had by all involved. It was
certainly a great encouragement to hear
the young people tell us what they had
enjoyed and learnt about the exciting
stories of the early church. None of it
could have happened of course without
the wonderful team of adults we had
this year. It was fantastic to be able to
welcome both old and new faces to the
team and they deserve a huge amount
of thanks for all they did that week to
make the children’s time special and
memorable.

drop-in. I am also looking forward to
returning to Knightswood Primary
School after the October holiday to
renew our links there and restart the SU
group with a new cohort of P6 & P7’s.
Our first Messy Church on 16th
September was a great success. We
were exploring the church’s theme for
this year of Pilgrimage, which gave us
the opportunity to get very messy
painting footsteps (turns out it takes a
few days to get the paint off fully!) It was
wonderful to see so many friends
returning after the summer holidays and
to have the opportunity to make new
ones too. The Messy Church
community is proving to be a vital
lifeline and connection to church for
many families and we are looking
forward already to our next one in
November.

We also continue to enjoy the blessings
of a lively bunch of young people on
Sunday mornings. This term we have
been going through each line of the
‘Lord’s Prayer’, unpacking some of the
amazing truths this prayer contains
about who God is and about his
promises to us, as well as learning more
Since the school year began I have had about connecting with God. For me,
these sessions have proved very
the privilege to be able to extend my
involvement in Knightswood Secondary powerful and it has been extremely
encouraging to see how the young
School, working in partnership with
people have engaged with the material
other local churches to help run a
Scripture Union group and S1 lunchtime and how God has been at work during
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these times. It has also been wonderful
to see how our team has been
developing and we are excited about
exploring new ways to invest in our
oldest and youngest young people in
particular.

organisations, for Sunday mornings and
for the respective teams and leaders.
Finally, please pray for wisdom and
courage for those of us who are
involved in leading and shaping our
work in this area.
If you would like to know more about

Thank you so much for the vital prayer
support you give the young people and
their families and the work we do with
them. Please continue to remember
them in your prayers, particularly for all
those facing challenging circumstances.
Please also pray for our work in schools,
for Messy Church, for our youth

any of our youth, children’s and families’
work or would like to explore getting
involved I would be delighted to speak
to you. Please do grab me after the
service on a Sunday or contact me by
phone (0141 954 9098) or email
(youthworker.ellen@gmail.com).

Toilet Twinning

Christian Aid.

Alison Gray

Well done to everyone who did the
Christian Aid Bridge walk and came
to the lunch after the service. A
grand total of £1670.56 was raised!
( including Gift Aid). Thank you.

Thank you to all who contributed towards
paying for toilets for some of the 2.5
billion people in the world who have no
access to toilets.
The church paid for one toilet, an
anonymous donor paid for one, and two
were bought with money donated by
church friends.
Thanks to all for
your generosity.

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Opposite - Allan Buchan, Christine MacLeod and Andrea and Evelyn Murray

with the ‘Last Supper’ tapestry, now on display in the church foyer.
This tapestry of the Last Supper was originally started by the late Kathleen
Buchan. During the stitching process, Christine MacLeod was asked to
embroider the faces and hands.
After Kathleen’s death her husband Allan gave the project to Christine with the
request that she find someone who would be willing to complete it. The Silver
Threads - the church group responsible for many of the banners on display
around the church - decided to take on the project themselves and Andrea
and Evelyn Murray completed the remaining two thirds of the stitching at the
end of April 2016. The stitch used was Tent Stitch and the faces and hands
were completed in Petite Point.
The tapestry was framed and donated to Temple-Anniesland Parish Church by
the ladies of the Silver Threads in June 2016

Congratulations!

Congratulations to our children/
youth worker Ellen Griffiths for
graduating in July with her Graduate
Diploma in Youth work and Ministry.
Well done Ellen! We are also
delighted, that she has agreed to
stay with us for another year. May
God bless her as she continues her
ministry here in our midst. Fiona
Page 14

Holiday Club Thanks
An enormous thank you to everyone
who helped with our Holiday club “
Rocky’s Plaice” over the summer. We
had a terrific team of volunteers who
helped staff the fish and chip shop/
café, where the holiday club took place.
We had an average of 20 to 22 children
each day, coming to learn about
different bible stories, to sing songs,
play games, do craft. And we were even
given a certificate saying we had
sponsored a baby lobster called “
Snappy claws” as part of our
commitment to fish and sea creatures.
It was a wonderful time, as you can see
from our photos! Well done to Ellen
and the team, and to everyone who
helped us make it such a fabulous time!

www.tachurch.org.uk

Above: Some of the chefs at Rocky’s Plaice - Salt and Vinegar and
Mr Tagliatelle! Below: Air guitaring, during some of the songs!
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Church Calendar
Tue 4th Oct Wed 5th Oct Sun 9th Oct Tue 11th Oct Wed 12th Oct Sat 15th Oct Sun 16th Oct Sun 23rd Oct Sat 29th Oct Sun 30th Oct Wed 2nd Nov Sat 5th Nov Sun 6th Nov Fri 11th Nov Sun 13th Nov Sat 19th Nov Sun 20th Nov Sat 26th Nov Sun 27th Nov Sat 3rd Dec Sun 4th Dec Wed 7th Dec Sun 11th Dec -
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Youth Fun night - church 7pm
7.30pm Congregational Board meeting
11am Worship - Dedication of the Guild
10.30am Pastoral care meeting Prayer(6:40) and Bible study(7:30) - 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Wednesday each month
10:30am Book Group - Cafe 808, Crow Road
11am worship
6.30pm Prayers for healing
11am worship - possible baptism
10.30am Book Group - Cafe 808, Crow Road
11am worship
7.30pm Youth development meeting
7.30pm Kirk Session meeting
10.30am Book Group - Cafe 808, Crow Road
11am worship
5.30-7.30pm Messy Church.
10.50am Remembrance Sunday - family service
10.30am Book Group - Cafe 808, Crow Road
11am worship - Guild week
6.30pm Prayers for healing
10-12 noon Christmas fair.
11am First Sunday in Advent
6.30pm KFC Knightswood Congregational church
10.30 Book Group - Cafe 808, Crow Road
11am Second Sunday in Advent
7.30pm Congregational Board meeting.
Third Sunday in Advent
11am the sacrament of communion will be celebrated.
6.30pm – the sacrament of communion.
www.tachurch.org.uk

