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 Musings from the manse 

“We build too many walls and not enough bridges.”  
- Isaac Newton 

 

Over the last 6 weeks, our church has been working with “ Place for hope” to explore 

themes of communication, and how to deepen relationships. The course of Saturday 

meetings was open to all, and a group of 8-10 people have been engaging with a 

reflective process as to what helps us to build relationships where people are heard, 

differences are acknowledged and trust is underlying. It has been a very stimulating and 

thought provoking time, ably led by Joyce and Hugh, to encourage us to grow in our 

understanding and appreciation of others. Having time to reflect and to share together, 

has been very refreshing, and challenging. 
 

In our world today, we see so many nations and factions who seem intent on building 

walls rather than bridges. Walls isolate people, they bring division and alienation, which 

in turn brings distrust and conflict. We have more than enough walls in our world. 

Instead of building walls, the challenge for us as Christians, is to take down some of the 

bricks from these walls, by listening to the view of a person we don’t get on with, by 

trying to see things from another’s perspective, by extending the hand of trust. Whether 

we are doing this on a international level, or in our own families, taking down walls, and 

then trying to build bridges of mutual respect and understanding is well worth while. 

 

As a church family too, it is important that we all look at ourselves, and reflect on our 

own attitudes and behaviour. It is all too easy to be tempted to judge others.  Jesus had 

very strong words to speak about this: 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way as you judge others, 

you  will be judged, and with the same measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention 

to the plank in your own eye.”                 

Matthew 7: 1-3 

 

It is so important that we do not judge -  what do we know of another person’s story or 

needs? 
 

As a Christian community, we want to welcome others, but before we do so, we must 

first see if we are as welcoming as we think. Do we stop to talk to that new person? Do 

we guide them through to the hall? Do we offer them a seat?   Instead of talking to the 

group we are familiar with, will we take a risk and talk to someone new?  Getting to 

know a new person, or that person we have seen at the opposite side of the church for 

years, but never spoken to, could be a great blessing.  
 

As we approach Easter, and think of Jesus’ death for us on the cross so we realise more 

of the nature of God’s love for us, that He was willing to wipe away our sin, and cast it as 

far as east is from west, and to remember it no more, to cleanse and to forgive, and to 

remember it no more. As we receive that amazing love from God in Christ Jesus, so we 

can then share it with one another, by casting away our stereotypes, and listening and 

caring and valuing, to build bridges of care, instead of walls of hostility. And so as we 

approach Easter, and think of the amazing love of Jesus Christ, may we share that love 

wherever we can. 
 

Date for your diary -  on Saturday 30th May, we are going to have a congregational day 

in the church, to listen to some of the themes from the work we have been doing at “Place 

for hope” -  everyone is welcome to come along. The final details are yet to be worked 

out, but lunch is included! 
 

May we all know the love of Jesus Christ touching us afresh this Easter, and giving us 

courage to be faithful followers, messengers of hope and blessing, 
 

                        Wishing you joy  and hope at Easter, 
 

Fiona Gardner  
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Letters and Notice Board 

Wishing Barbara Well 
 

We were sorry to say goodbye to 

our probationer minister Barbara 

Sulchanek- Seitz in February. We 

thank her for all her  hard work 

with us over recent months, and 

for her creativity and 

thoughtfulness, and wish Barbara 

and her family every blessing for 

the future. 

The deadline for the Summer 
edition of Crosstalk is  

 

Sunday 10th May 2015 
 

Articles can be handed to me on a 

Sunday (I’ll do the typing!) or 

emailed to:  

michaelgshanks@outlook.com or any 

other way you can think to get the 

information to me!  
 

Michael Shanks 

Our New Website 
 

Keep an eye on our 

website - 

www.tachurch.org.uk 
 

We have been updating it over 

the past few months and a new 

website will be launched in the 

next few weeks. 
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Parish Register 

Deceased - "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted"   
     

Mr John Edgar    -  December 2014 
Mrs Margaret Gillan  -  December 2014 
Mr Allan Wilkie -  January 2015 
Miss Margaret T Campbell -  January 2015 
Mr John Cowe -  January 2015 
Miss Elsie Black -  February 2015 
Mrs Joan McGechie -  February 2015  
Ms May Black - February 2015  

 
Baptism 
 

15th February - We give thanks for the baptism of Katie Emily Graham.  

 
New Members - We extend a warm welcome to those joining our congregation -  
 

Mrs Rose Hanson 
Mr Robert Orr 
Mrs Maureen McGrady  

Thought for Lent 

Fast from criticism; feast on gratitude 

Fast from worry; feast on joy 

Fast from pressures; feast on prayer 

Fast from fear; feast on faith 

Fest from gossip; feast on praise 

Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness 

Fast from doubt; feast on truth 

Fast from self; feast on God. 
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Treasurerõs Report 

Our 2014 Accounts have just been approved by the Board and 

are presently being examined prior to them being signed off. 

Then they will be checked by Presbytery and then finally sent 

to OSCR. Quite a complicated system but not as complicated as 

making sure everything balances. At the ASM in March you do 

not get a full set of Accounts although if you wish a set you just 

need to ask me for a copy. I thought therefore that it might be 

interesting for you to see what our Financial Review states in the Accounts.  

The principal source of income is weekly offerings and this year there was again 

a decrease in this income from £72,975 to £71,161 (2012 £82,502). Again the 

main reason for the reduction was a drop in membership mainly due to deaths in 

the congregation. Tax recovered from Gift Aid was roughly the same as last 

year .In the summer we managed at last to upgrade our toilets plus put in a new 

disabled toilet and this project cost £44,833 which was almost fully covered by 

donations received.  

We also received the total vat paid on this project as a grant from the Listed 

Places of Worship Grant Scheme. As there was a substantial deficit in the 

General Fund mainly caused by an increase in expenditure and the reduction in 

offerings we transferred £10,000 from the Designated Youth Worker Fund to 

ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘΦ !ǎǎŜǘǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƭŀƛƳ ƻŦ 

£5,560 and Listed Buildings  Grant Scheme of £1,391 were received this year and 

re-credited to the Fabric Fund thus bringing out a credit figure in the payments 

from the Fabric Fund.  

The only actual payment from the Fabric Fund was £895 for new steps into the 

Boiler Room. The total funds held by the church have reduced from £133,695 to 

£112,395 but considering that we had held £29,924 in the New Toilets Fund at 

the end of last year and this has been fully used the trustees are satisfied with 

this balance.  

Cont... 
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Treasurerõs Report cont... 

 

The trustees are disappointed with the drop in offerings but realise that taking 
in to account our aging and  reducing congregation and the fact that our 
mission and service contribution is worked out on our average income over the 
last three years it is going to get harder to cover our general costs the main 
one of which is our mission and service contribution which has risen to 
£60,855 for 2015.  
 

It is fortunate that we have built up reserves which will cover shortfalls .On the 
whole the trustees are satisfied with the financial results taking into account 
the difficult financial times we are still in. 
 

The bottom line is that in our General Fund we are spending more than we are 
getting in. That is the bad news. The good news is we are still solvent mainly 
due to the reserves we have built up over the good years and also the good 
legacies we have received recently.  
 

How can we all help?  
 

The main way would be to review our givings and hopefully increase them 
upwards and if you pay tax and have not yet signed a gift aid form please 
contact Elisabeth Robertson (959 0498) and she will organise one. The Board 
are looking at ways to cut costs and to that end we have an expert coming in in 
early March to look at our heating system and see if there are any 
improvements that could be made to cut costs. The new boilers have of course 
made a difference. 
 

Gloom and doom not quite. Some good factors re our giving to others. Souper 
Sunday on Sunday 1st February raised cash of £771.37 plus gift aid of £139.75 
a total of £911.12 to the Church of Scotland HIV Project. Thanks to everyone 
who donated but a special thanks to those who made the soups and the team 
that served said soup. I was honoured to be asked to do part of the sermon on 
that Sunday and trust that along with Evelyn MacDonald we managed to get 
the message across. Mind you I think our youth worker Ellen Griffiths did a 
grand job especially as she had someone trying to put her off for most of her 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƛ ǇŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
modern way to have your notes. 
 

Cont... 
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Treasurerõs Report cont... 

 

We received a donation from the Guild of £1,000 and a donation of £100 
from the Buggy Brigade. Thank you ladies and younger ladies. I leave it to 
you decide which ladies are in which group. 
 
What was my financial highlight for the year? At last managing to get our 
ƴŜǿ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
good donations.. 
 
Her indoors is taking me away at the end of this month to celebrate my big 
birthday in early March and I will leave it to you to decide which birthday I 
am celebrating. A small clue I retired 15 years ago this year but remember I 
retired early. 
 
Better finish now as the deadline for the magazine is fast approaching. 
 
Fergus 
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Tribute for Margaret Thomson Campbell  

one of our elders, who died on 24th January 2015  

 

Margaret Thomson Campbell was born in Dundee in 1928. She had a big 
brother Bill, and her dad worked for the Dundee Courier. After a while, 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ŘŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƭŀǎƎƻǿ IŜǊŀƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ 
to Springburn for a year, and then to Novar Drive in Hyndland. Margaret 
attended Hyndland school. 
 
Bill and Margaret were greatly affected by the death of their mum, when 
Margaret was just seven years old, and this was very difficult for the whole 
family. The family moved to Anniesland, and Margaret went to study domestic 
ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  ά5ƻǳƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ WƻǊŘŀƴƘƛƭƭΦ  
 
Margaret taught in schools at Kent road and then at Garthamlock, and then 
went on to lecture at Jordanhill. Margaret always did things well, and was well 
prepared and had a great attention to detail in all she did. The only possible 
exception to this, was her time keeping, and she had a reputation for 
sometimes being a little late. 
 
When Bill married Effie, Margaret welcomed Effie into the family 
wholeheartedly, and was delighted when her nephew David was born. 
Margaret stayed with her dad, and looked after him. Margaret had many 
interests. She went along to Anniesland church, and was invited to come back 
by Jean Findlater, and Margaret and Bill started to attend church.  
 
¢ƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
her all her life. Margaret was very involved in the life of the church, and was in 
the choir, and became an elder. She had a very curious mind, and liked to 
study the bible and to pray and read and ask questions, and this she did right 
the way through her life. Margaret was wonderful company, and times of 
communion in her flat were particularly special. 
 
Margaret became a guide for the National Trust, at the tenement house, and 
at the Burrell collection. Margaret also had a great appreciation of  music, and 
loved to go to concerts in the Royal Concert hall with Effie and Bill.  
 

Cont... 
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Margaret, Bill and Effie used to go on holiday to various National Trust houses in 
different parts of the country  -  such as Castle Fraser and the House of Dunn -  
amongst many others. These were great holidays, and involved lots of walking 
and sightseeing and conversation and story telling. Over  20 years ago, Bill and 
Effie moved up to Callendar, to a beautiful house with splendid views, and 
Margaret used to regard this as her second home. She loved going up to visit, 
and they all went to Balquidder music festival every year. She enjoyed playing 
scrabble with Effie, and going for long walks along Woodburn and the River 
Teith, feeding the ducks, throwing snowballs, and watching the birds, having 
bacon rolls in the café. It was quite idyllic. 
 
When Margaret moved to Kensington Gate, she enjoyed her flat and having 
everything in beautiful order. She was part of a marvellous community of 
neighbours and friends there, where everyone looked after each other, and this 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƧƻȅΦ Lƴ ƘŜǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ƪŜǇǘ ƭŜǎǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎƻ 
able to get out, but her independent spirit and caring nature meant she coped 
well, and loved when people came to visit, and shared their news. 
 
Margaret had a fall in September last year, and she was admitted to the Western 
Infirmary, and needed surgery. She suffered a variety of complications, which 
were very challenging. She was transferred to Gartnavel hospital, and she  
greatly appreciated all those who kept in touch. At one point she said to me, that 
ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ά ǎǳōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǘΣ ŀǎ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ 
had such a kindly disposition that she usually thought everyone was lovely, and 
had a very appreciative outlook. 
 
Margaret gradually became stronger, and was transferred to Drumchapel 
hospital, where she had physiotherapy to help her walk, and she became much 
more like herself. However Margaret had a relapse, and was transferred back to 
the Western Infirmary, where she died peacefully on the 24th of January, with 
her nephew David and his wife Chris Anne at her side. 
 
We remember Margaret as a truly remarkable lady, a person who loved life, who 
had an inner strength and calm temperament, a mischievous sense of humour, 
and a strong Christian faith. We want to celebrate her life, and to give thanks for 
all she means to us. 
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A Mixed Bag, by John Brown 
 
 

With the new year well and truly bedded in, 
what will this year of 2015 bring to us in terms 
of promise and challenges? 
 
Living in a modern multicultural environment as 
we have here in our city of Glasgow has it's rewards. It can be exciting, vibrant 
and full of energy. A heady mix of cultures, faiths and free expression exist 
within the boundaries of the law. We must constantly strive for social cohesion 
and acceptable limits of integration to lesson friction between cultures. When 
we get the balance right, Glasgow will flourish. The atmosphere at last year's 
Commonwealth Games is a great example of our city's cohesive potential.  
 
The strive towards a fair living wage and the end of food banks is needed. There 
is the spectre of so called radicalisation of essentially British people in our own 
country. Other areas of the world are experiencing the same. What can we do to 
lessen this threat?  
 
We can show by example that integration can and does work if we come 
together as equals in common purpose and trust one another. We Christians 
believe in Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. We respect the right of other 
cultures/faiths  to freely worship their own God in their own way.    
 
The foundation for a stable, just and fair society is true equality, respect,  
toleration of differences and love for one another regardless of race, colour or 
creed and the ability to help one another when and where it is needed. That is 
what our faith teaches us. We must strive towards ending Inequality for this 
fosters resentment, despair, distrust, and eventually if ignored - Violence.  
 
With all the unrest and brutality in the Middle East it is perhaps refreshing that 
here, in the UK, most of the population of various ethnicities choose to live 
together peaceably in our country. 
 
 

Cont. 
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With ISiL trying to spread discontent and more among various faiths they may 
actually be having the opposite effect in the UK with two instances of different 
ethnic groups helping each other out. This is a good example of how to actively 
counter this violent ideology. 
 
Progress or advancement in any given field has and always will be a two edged 
sword. It is not the progress, it is how we use the new found knowledge, 
unfortunately there are always good and not so good applications. Social media 
on the internet has many plus points in its favour, but the potential for spreading 
propaganda and untruths is self evident. Some recent postings on the internet 
have far reaching consequences i.e. the radicalisation of some impressionable 
minds.  
 
Christians are going through the  period of Lent at this time, a period of self 
reflection and focus, firmly looking toward Holy Week and later Easter morning 
the highlight of our Christian Calendar. 
 
On Easter Sunday the "5th of April" we hold a Dawn Service at 7:00am in 
Dawsholm Park (for all those insomniacs ) a short service that is all the more 
poignant due to it's simplicity and for a brief moment we may capture some of 
the essence of what it must have been like on that special day so long ago. The 
challenge of the empty tomb tells it's own story - the victory that Jesus had over 
death.  
 
Seeing the sun rising over the horizon heralding a 
new day and the fingers of light seeking out and 
caressing the landscape below and everyone on it, 
reminds us that Jesus loves us all, regardless of 
colour or creed and he searches us out. We cannot 
hide from the light of his love: all we have to do is 
respond to the call of Jesus and follow him. 
 

John Brown 
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An Easter Quiz... 
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Mary Slessor - 100th 

Anniversary 
 

Mary Slessor did on 13th January 2015, and 
that anniversary has been marked with a 
number of events around Scotland. But did you 
ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 
Anniesland Church? 
 
With thanks to Jean Findlater for bringing some 
old editions of Crosstalk to the attention of your 
editor. 
 
Six letters written by the famous Scottish missionary were discovered by Temple 
Anniesland in 1988. The letters were written by Mary in Calabar, Nigeria, in 1914 
- just a year before she died, and were amongst papers belonging to the late Dr 
Robert Black, an Anniesland GP. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ - she 
worked for 38 years among the river tribes of Calabar. The letters portray a 
strong personality and a lively sense of humour.  
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƘŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ŎƘƛŜŦǎΣ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ άǇŀƭŀǾŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ōƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƭƭ-
health. At the end of one she asks her friend to buy her a pair of shoes - άL ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŀƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǿ ƘŜŀƭǎΗέ 
 
Mary Slessor set off on the first leg of her first ever foreign trip on 5th August 
1876, venturing by rail and sea to West Africa. For the best part of the next four 
decades she worked selflessly to dedicate her life to living with and helping 
spread the Christian message. She is perhaps most commonly seen now on 
banknotes - the only non-Royal woman ever to grace a banknote! 
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Tribute to John Edgar,  one of our elders 
 
John was born in Pollokshaws on the 7th of February 1930.  He was the elder of John 
ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜǘΩǎ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  WƻƘƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ .Ŝǘǘȅ ǎŀŘƭȅ ŘƛŜŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴΦ  WƻƘƴΩǎ 
arrival caught his family by surprise and he always said his bed for the first few days 
was a drawer hastily turned into a cot.  
 

Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ  WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ IƻƭŜōǳǊƴ wƻŀŘ  ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ 
many family and friends, including a group of boys  - Willie, Ian and Gregor who were 
to remain lifelong friends.     
 

John went to Shawlands Academy playing rugby for the school.  On leaving, John did 
two years National Service, based in Hampshire where he appreciated the pace of life 
and countryside in that part of rural England.   Returning to Glasgow John started 
work as a clerk at the Burns and Laird shipping line.  This was to be very significant, as 
it was here he met Janette and they used to speak to each other when he went past 
her office. The couple got on well together and started courting.    Romance led to 
marriage at Rutherford Church in Dennistoun in 1956 and that was to continue for 56 
years until Janette died two years ago. 
 

Janette and John started their long and happy marriage in Shawlands, before moving 
to Holeburn Road, Newlands.   They had a daughter Hilary, and were a very happy and 
ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀǎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ŀǳƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
company.  Later on, the family moved to Bearsden, and Janette started coming to 
Temple Anniesland church and John soon followed. 
 

After leaving Burns and Laird John went on to work as a cost estimator for Butters 
Cranes, Howdens and latterly Clyde Blowers until his retirement.  Education was very 
important to John and he was one of the first students to study with the Open 
University, gaining a Social Sciences degree in the 1970s.   
 

He was to be found in the evening after a day at work studying and writing essays.  
WƻƘƴΩǎ ȊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΦ  Lƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ 

study art, astronomy and earlier this year took a short course in Islamic studies.  John 
was pleased to take on the roles of father in law when Hilary married David and of 
Grampa to Joe and Fergus.  He excelled in this role and loved visiting Hove with 
WŀƴŜǘǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ƛƴ {ǘ !ƴƴΩǎ ²Ŝƭƭǎ tŀǊƪΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ 
playing soldiers with Fergus down on his hands and knees.   
 

Cont. 
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When John and Janette retired they moved again to their home in Whittingehame 
Court and started to spread their wings, taking holidays in America, Australia, as well 
as regular visits to their favourite Greek islands.  John joined the Glasgow council 
walking group and went on a number of walks across Scotland.  It was on these 
walks that he met his friends Stuart and Ian and they continued walking in and 
around Glasgow as a trio. 
 

John had a strong sense of citizenship and community.   In the mid 80s he  
participated in a scheme that helped young people from difficult backgrounds learn 
to read and for the past 20 years has volunteered for Oxfam, most recently in the 
bookshop in Byres Road.  His work there also gave John an opportunity to indulge in 
one of his main passions in life ς books ς reading them, collecting them and buying 
them for others.  John was also an active member of Temple Anniesland as an elder, 
keeper of the church roll and helper at summer holiday clubs. 
 

WŀƴŜǘǘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ нлмн ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƎŀǇ ƛƴ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ 
their many years together and in time he took over her well established household 
routines  - except perhaps, cooking - and  he continued to pursue the interests they 
had shared together.   
 

A few years ago Fergus had some homework to do. He had to write an essay on his 
hero, and had no trouble completing the task, choosing his Grandpa as the subject.   
!ŦǘŜǊ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ WƻƘƴΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ CŜǊƎǳǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ 
 

 άDǊŀƴŘǇŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŜǊƻ ǘƻ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ƛŦ L Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎέΦ    

 

!ǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ 
who was happy with his life, and who continued to learn, keeping his mind open to 
new ideas and thoughts.   It is important to set these out as John was not someone 
who spoke about himself.  John  always put others first and wanted the best for 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ  ¢ƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ƳŀƴΦ  
Those who did know him well were rewarded with his loyal friendship and  rich 
conversation  that reflected his wide interests, curious mind and  sense of humour. 
 

John died peacefully in the early hours of Christmas morning with Hilary by his side. 
Today we give thanks for John ς for his life, love and friendship, and for all the 
precious memories shared together. We give thanks that he is now at peace with his 
Lord, and celebrate his life, and all that he means to us. 

 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ IƛƭŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜΦ 
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Church Calendar 
Sunday 15th March 11am the sacrament of communion will be celebrated 

6.30pm Evening service -  The sacrament of communion 

Sunday 22nd March 11am Welcoming people joining the church, followed by 

the Annual Business meeting 

6.30pm Evening service -  Prayers for healing service. 

Friday 22nd March -  5.30-7.30pm Messy church. 

Sunday 29th 11am  All age Palm Sunday service 

6.30pm KFC service at Yoker parish church. 

Wednesday 1st  April 7.30pm Congregational Board 

30th March, 31st March, 1st- 3rd April  -  Holy week reflections -  12 noon. 

Thursday 2nd April -  7.30pm Maunday Thursday service. 

Friday 3rd April -  7.30pm Good Friday service 

Sunday 5th April -  7am Easter morning service in Dawsholm park  (leaving 

from the church at 6.45am),  

11am The sacrament of Communion will be celebrated.  

Sunday 12th April -  11am worship,                  6.30pm Evening service 

Sunday 19th April -  11am The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated. 

Friday 24th April -  5.30-7.30pm Messy church 

Saturday 25th April -  Place for Hope 

Sunday 26th April -  11am worship,           6.30pm Prayer for healing service. 

Friday 1st May -  7.30pm Christian Solidarity Worldwide meeting at Findlay 

Memorial church. 


