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Musings from
the manse
Advent - a time of preparation for
Christmas - can be a lovely time.
Traditionally children have an Advent
calendar and they open a door each day
in the days leading up to Christmas to
remind them of different parts of the story
of Mary and Joseph; of their journey from Nazareth, and of Jesus’ birth as a baby
in Bethlehem. In this modern age however, this has often been translated into a
calendar with chocolate in it, and pictures from the latest Disney film. It looks quite
similar but the content is actually quite different.
I suspect many things about this season are a bit like this. We often have amazing
decorations, flashing lights, wonderful Christmas trees, and spend much time
buying presents and food and drink. Yet we are so busy, rushing from one event
to another, trying to do so much, that often we become stressed and cranky, and
wonder, ‘What is the reason for all this? What has all this rushing about got to do
with celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ?’
Much of our rushing about, I suspect, has very little to do with Jesus. It is more to
do with the expectations and customs of our society, that we have to be seen to
do all these things to be accepted. Yet for Mary and Joseph, they couldn’t rush
anywhere. Mary was very heavily pregnant and can’t have been too amused at
having to travel 80 miles for a census. And Joseph went with her, patiently
supporting her.
Cont...
(Continued on page 2)
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Their priorities were simply to look after one another, and to be obedient to God’s
will.
It could well be in this season of Advent that we need to get back to more
traditional Christian values of love, simplicity and peace. Advent is meant to be a
time of slowing down, of reflection, of taking time to dwell on the miracle of God’s
love; the Word becoming flesh and making His dwelling among us.
And so, each morning, we might want to light a candle, to read an Advent
meditation, to think of the experience of the different people in the story Elizabeth and John, Mary and Joseph, Anna and Simeon, the shepherds and the
angels. There is so much detail given in the gospel accounts, it is good to take
time and to read them, and to wonder and to marvel.
As we all prepare for Christmas, perhaps we can let go of some of the superficial,
the over indulgence and the
excesses of the season. If we simplify,
we are less stressed and maybe
more focussed on what is important
- celebrating our Saviour’s birth.
And as we do this, may we see Him
more clearly - His true nature and
humility - and discover ourselves
worshiping Him.
May we all know our Saviour better
this Christmas, and invite Jesus Christ
to live in our hearts, that we might
receive His love, and share it with
others.
Peace,

Fiona Gardner
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Letters and Notice Board
Thanks

The deadline for the Spring
2016 edition of Crosstalk is

Dear Friends,
I would like to thank my friends at
Temple Anniesland for their kind
cards, phone calls, prayers and
beautiful flowers I received after
the death of my aunt (Dorothy) in
September.

7TH FEBRUARY 2016
Articles can be handed to me on a
Sunday (I’ll do the typing!) or emailed
to: michaelgshanks@outlook.com or
any other way you can think to get the
information to me!

Michael Shanks

My family and I have been greatly
comforted by your thoughts and
prayers at this time.

Thanks

Maureen Millikin

Thanks
I would like to thank everyone for
their expression of sympathy after
the death of my husband Alex.

I would like to thank the
congregation for the get well cards
and good wishes following my
recent fall and stay in hospital. Your
visits and encouraging support were
very much appreciated.

A special thank you to Fiona for
her help and support in planning
the service at such short notice
and to those who were able to
attend.

Betty McLachlan

I appreciated all your prayers,
cards, flowers, telephone calls and
visits received during this sad
time.

Betty Spence
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Congregational Register
Baptisms - we give thanks for the baptism of:
20 September – Logan Alexander Dewar
Weddings - “united in marriage”
10 October – Amy Dewar and David Buchanan
Deaths - “blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
23 August
– Catherine McWilliams
2 September – Alex Spence
New member - we extend a warm welcome to:
Carol Fender

Blythswood Shoeboxes
Alison Gray
This year we managed to fill 256 shoeboxes,
including two from the Rainbows. About 1/3 of the
boxes are for teenage boys, 1/3 for elderly ladies
and 1/3 for children aged 3 to 12.
Some of us are working this month at the depot checking other people’s boxes,
and most are for children. Teenage boys are often missed out and it’s easy enough
to fill boxes for them. I managed to get t-shirts for all 65 teenage boys, most of
them reduced to £1 in my favourite shop!
Thanks to all who donated goods or money. I have a Blythswood catalogue with
alternative gifts. Instead of giving to friends and family who often have plenty, you
can buy a mosquito net for £5, which will save lives. If you would like to see the
catalogue, just let me know.
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Ministry in
Malta

201st
Brownies

News of an exciting ministry
in Malta - Doug and Jaqui
Marshall

Lesley Murray

Doug and Jaqui Marshall, who have
links with Busby church in Glasgow,
have gone out to Malta to work with
the Church Missionary Society to meet
refugees and asylum seekers, and to
seek to support them and work with
them. They have an office in St
Andrew’s Scots Church’s International
centre, and also work in the detention
centres on the south of the island at
Hal Far. They have been working in
Malta for over a year now, and have
two young children - Ethan and
Chloe.
At the latest meeting of our Kirk
Session, the Mission team
recommended that we might keep in
touch with this ministry, as it seems to
be very central to what is going on in
Europe right now, and it also connects
with a previous guild project “ Out of
Africa into Malta”. News letters from
the couple will go up on our World
Church notice board in the old hall,
and we will keep you up to date with
the latest developments. Please
remember them in your prayers.
Thank you.

The Tuesday Brownies have been busy
since the start of the new session.
We have completed the ‘finding your
way’ badge where we learnt how to
read a street map and give directions
to people. This also involved using the
map to find a local landmark, which
was the ice cream shop!
We made lovely 3D haunted houses
and coloured in window ‘clings’ for
Halloween.
We are now doing the ‘science
investigator’ badge and going to visit
the Science centre in November.
For Christmas we are going tubing at
Glasgow ski centre.

www.tachurch.org.uk
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The Guild
Fay Platt
Hello from the Guild
here at TempleAnniesland Church. We
started back at the
beginning of October
and we have some good
news, in that we have 3
new members from Knightswood St
Margaret's Church who have chosen to
join with us and we are so pleased to
welcome these ladies.
This is a consequence of St Margaret's
Guild closing at the end of March this
year. The ladies say they are enjoying
being with us on a Tuesday afternoon
and the best thing is that they say they
have had a very warm welcome from all
in Temple Anniesland Guild.
Of course, I know that there wouldn't
be anything other than a warm
welcome to whoever should choose to
join us!

he made of this. Alan Preston had a
plaque made with the Guild motto
"Whose we are and Whom we Serve"
and this was attached to the lectern,
which is looking absolutely super and
we are using this on a weekly basis. A
big thanks to the three of them for
taking time to do this and, as there are
quite a few ladies in the Guild from
Temple Church, including myself, this
has made the Lectern a very special
part of our Devotions.
I would also wish to thank Tom Griffiths
and John Brown for their help
regarding the projector, which as you
know was stolen at the break-in at the
Church in October. Tom managed to
borrow a projector from Jordanhill
Church and John very kindly came
along and set this up for our speaker, a
big thanks to them for 'saving the day'.
We are so lucky to have such talented
and thoughtful folk in the Church!
Please do think seriously about coming
along any Tuesday, we would love to
see you.

Please do come along and find this out
for yourself!
I would like to record thanks to Tom
Griffiths who, on discovering the Guild
Lectern from Temple Church Guild in
bits in a cupboard, asked Douglas
Sommerville to try to put it back
together again, and what a lovely job
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New Member
Classes
Fiona Gardner

Do you promise, depending on the
grace of God, to confess Christ before
all people, to serve him in your daily
work, and to walk in his ways all the
days of your life?

One or two people have been asking
for more information about how to join
the church family. Many people who
come along to worship, and are very
much an important part of the life of
the church, have not taken the step of
“joining” the church family officially, so I
thought I would say a little more about
this.

Sometimes we need space to consider
what all these questions mean, and to
consider our response. We are hoping
to run a 3 week friendly exploration
class after Sunday worship - on the
17th , 24th and 31st January for anyone
who would like to find out a bit more.
Please talk to me if you would like to
come along - no experience required!

Becoming a member of the church
would mean that you have been
baptised, or wish to be baptised, and
want to make a verbal profession of
faith in Jesus Christ. There are a series
of questions to answer:

(PS If you have been a member of a
church elsewhere, either a Church of
Scotland, or another denomination,
and would like to join the church family
here at Temple Anniesland, please see
me or Jim Stewart, our Session Clerk,
for more information).

Do you believe in one God, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit; and do you confess
Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord?
Do you promise to join regularly with
your fellow Christians in worship on the
Lord's day?
Do you promise to be faithful in
reading the Bible and in prayer?
Do you promise to give a fitting
proportion of your time, talents and
money for the church's work in the
world?

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Treasurer’s
Report
Fergus Platt
As I have mentioned before, I am
always amazed at all the jobs that go
on behind the scenes in the church. For
example the church flowers just appear
on a Sunday, tea after the morning
service, especially the tray which is
brought through to the team doing the
count, the intimation sheet and order
of service every Sunday, the overhead
projection of the hymns, the W F O
envelopes, the minutes for the Session
and Board Meetings. I am sure that
there are others, which escape me at
the moment, but you will agree it takes
a lot of people to ensure that all the
aforementioned happens.
I am always asking the you to review
your givings on at least an annual basis
- my normal plug in every magazine for
the last fifteen years. If you pay tax and
have not yet signed a tax gift aid form
please contact Elisabeth Robertson
(0141 959 0498) and she will be
delighted to give you one.
The Harvest Sunday collection for
Tearfund was a superb figure of
£450.43 and with a further £40 being
donated by the Gentlemen’s Dining
Club we sent a total of £490.53. As
usual we received a letter of thanks the
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following of which are extracts from the
letter: “Without your help Tearfund

wouldn’t be able to give hope to
vulnerable people. The transformation
from vulnerability to self-sufficiency
boosts peoples sense of self-worth
within their community. So thank you
for your donation and for helping
Tearfund follow Jesus where the need is
greatest.”
I regret to report that although the
offerings are on par with last year
(remember last year was well down on
the year before) we are in deficit in the
General Fund for the year to date by
£11,883. In other words we have spent
£11,883 more than we have received to
the General Fund.
Matters should get a bit better towards
the end of the year as we pay our
contribution to Church of Scotland of
£59,440 (last year £57,708) by 10
monthly instalments. We have now
paid 9 instalments, with only one left to
pay in November, therefore no
payment is due in December. This
should help to reduce the deficit. Also
we are due to receive almost £4,000
from the taxman, which will further
reduce the deficit.
Now for the good news: I will be
missing for a couple of Sundays in
November as I am off to Florida to play
golf. The bad news is that I will return!

www.tachurch.org.uk

Who is Jesus?
Fiona Gardner
I came across the following, and thought there is so much here for us to wonder at
- words about Jesus:
To the artist, He is the One altogether lovely—Song of Solomon 5:15
To the architect, He is the Chief Cornerstone—1 Peter 2:6
To the astronomer, He is the Sun of Righteousness—Malachi 4:2
To the baker, He is the Bread of life—John 6:35
To the banker, He is the Hidden Treasure—Matthew 13:44
To the builder, He is the Sure Foundation—Isaiah 28:16
To the carpenter, He is the Door—John 10:7
To the doctor, He is the Great Physician—Jeremiah 8:22
To the educator, He is the Great Teacher—John 3:2
To the electrician, He is the Light of the world—John 8:12**
To the engineer, He is the New and Living way—Hebrews 10:20
To the farmer, He is the Sower and Lord of harvest—Luke 10:2
To the florist, He is the Rose of Sharon—Song of Solomon 2:1
To the geologist, He is the Rock of Ages—1 Corinthians 10:4
To the horticulturist, He is the True Vine—John 15:1
To the judge, He is the only righteous Judge of man—2 Timothy 4:8
To the juror, He is the Faithful and True Witness—Revelation 3:14
To the jeweller, He is the Pearl of great price—Matthew 13:46
To the lawyer, He is Counsellor, Lawgiver, and True Advocate—Isaiah 9:6
To the newspaper man, He is Good News of great joy—Luke 2:10
To the optician, He is the Light of the eyes—Proverbs 29:13
To the philanthropist, He is the unspeakable Gift—2 Corinthians 9:15
To the philosopher, He is the Wisdom of God—1 Corinthians 1:24
To the preacher, He is the Word of God—Revelation 19:13
To the sculptor, He is the Living Stone—1 Peter 2:4
To the servant, He is the Good Master—Matthew 23:8–10
To the statesman, He is the Desire of all nations—Haggai 2:7
To the student, He is the Incarnate Truth—1 John 5:6
To the theologian, He is the Author and Finisher of our faith—Hebrews 12:2
To the toiler, He is the Giver of rest—Matthew 11:28
To the sinner, He is the Lamb of God who takes the sin away—John 1:29
To the Christian, He is the Son of the Living God, the Saviour, the Redeemer,
and Loving Lord.”

www.tachurch.org.uk
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A Tribute to
Fred Tosh
Rev John Wilson
During my time of ministry and that of
my predecessor Robert Johnston, Fred
was the Session Clerk. He was a man
who had firm opinions on matters and
was prepared to share his opinionsn
whether agreeing or disagreeing with
the topic in question. As Session Clerk,
Fred filled that office with firmness,
graciousness and kindness. You only
had to ask Fred to do something and it
was done. And I’m grateful for the
support he gave to me in my ministry.
Many of you were aware that Fred
worked in what we today call financial
services. Throughout his career he
helped and supported many different
people, both clients and fellow staff
members, in the various companies
where he worked both north and south
of the border.
One of the highlights for Fred was
when he was invited to join the Trades
House as Deacon of the Weavers
Association. Subsequently he became
President of the Deacons of the
Weavers Association. What made this
honour so special was that he later
discovered that his grandmother had
been a weaver in Ayrshire; how
appropriate that he should hold such
an office in the Weavers Association.
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For relaxation Fred loved golf and
curling. I am sure there was many a
time when he was on the golf course
that he would look at the hills and
remember his times in Tobermory on
the Isle of Mull where some of his family
originated.
There is no doubt that his greatest love
was for his wife Reena, a lass from
Tiree, whom he met in St. Columba
Gaelic Church in St. Vincent Street
where Fred served as an Elder. He and
Reena were involved in their local
church when a new job took the family
south to England. On their return to
Scotland they joined Jordanhill Church
where Fred was admitted as an elder.
Fred did many helpful things, quietly
and without fss, that people were
unaware of.
As a father, his support to Donald in the
Boys’ Brigade was always appreciated,
especially since he had been a King’s
Scout. But his support to Donald and
the BB was sure and steadfast.
We were all aware of the duration of
Fred’s illness and give thanks for the
loving care he received from Reena, his
son, daughter-in-law and
granddaughters, as well as close friends
and his carers.
Not once did I ever hear Fred give up
on his faith - he held on to it strongly to
the end. There is no doubt that we
could say of Fred, “Well done, good
and faithful servant.”

www.tachurch.org.uk

growth in recent years as a result of
African immigration. The Waldensian
Church was founded in 1177 and united
with the Methodists in 1975. We read,
too, of the Greek Evangelical Church,
which has only about 5000 members
and 35 congregations but is very active
and energetic in its local communities.
Jim Stewart
By contrast the Reformed Church in
This is the title of the bi-monthly booklet Hungary is the country’s second largest
denomination, with 600,000 members
published by the Church of Scotland’s
and 1,249 congregations.
World Mission Council. It provides
information on the Church of Scotland’s
A common theme running through the
work with other church communities
experiences of these churches in Europe
throughout the world. Through its
articles it provides some really interesting is the effect of immigration on their cities
insights into these communities and their and communities and we discover that
many refugees are attracted to the
place in their own countries.
English language services at St
Many of the articles focus on Protestant Columba’s Church of Scotland in
Budapest as well as to the Sunday
and Presbyterian churches in different
parts of the world. In recent issues there lunches prepared by its members.
have been articles on Twinning projects
between congregations in Scotland and The World Mission booklets can be
churches in Nigeria, Ghana, Zambia and found beside the library in the Old Hall.
the Caribbean. In Temple Anniesland the All the articles are quite brief and can be
read in a few minutes. Yet they are very
Kirk Session has been discussing the
informative, full of insights, often
possibility of our own congregation
surprising us and raising our awareness
entering into a Twinning relationship
about how we are connected to our
with a church in another part of the
fellow Christians in so many parts of the
world, and so these articles give some
world.
interesting insights into what might be
involved in such partnerships.
The next time you are in the Old Hall and
have a few minutes to spare why not
There have also been a number of
have a look at them. Feel free to borrow
articles about our fellow Protestant
one if you wish to take a bit more time to
churches in Europe. We learn, for
example, about the Waldensian Church read it at home.
in Italy, which has experienced significant

Connecting
with the
world church

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Extracts from
Presbytery
Meetings
Anne Weir (Presbytery Elder)

8th September 2015
The Presbytery meeting was held at
Sherbrooke St Gilbert’s Church due to
major dry and wet rot problems at the
Govan Linthouse Church Building (the
usual place of meeting for Presbytery).
The induction was announced of Rev
Bruce Sinclair to Jordanhill Church on
22nd September 2015 at 7pm.
The Overture amending the Ministers
and Deacons in Civil Partnerships Act
(Act 1, 2015) will be discussed at the
December meeting of Presbytery.

churches support and encourage those
living with a learning disability to be part
of the life and worship of a
congregation.
Foodbanks - the list was reported to
have been updated in September. Two
members of the committee attend the
Glasgow City Council Foodbank Forum
to keep informed of the situation in the
city.
World Mission - a world Mission
Resource Day was held at Bridge of Allan
Church on 12th September 2015.
World Week of Peace for Palestine and
Israel - the Palestine Ecumenical Forum
of the World Council of Churches invited
Christians to join together for a World
Week of Peace in Palestine and Israel
between 20th and 26th September and
an ongoing request for prayer on the
24th of each month.

It was proposed that a half-day seminar 13th October 2015
on funerals be held in the autumn.
Rev Dr Martin Johnstone (Secretary of
Relationships between Ministers and
the Church and Society Council) was the
Undertakers and also funeral poverty will
guest speaker and addressed Presbytery
be discussed.
on ‘Speak Out - 10,000 Voices for
Change’.
Presbytery approved a grant of £250
from the Evangelism Fund for St
The Church and Society Council hope to
Margaret’s Knightswood, towards their
produce 10,000 postcards for
summer holiday club.
distribution to ask for suggestions on key
issues which may need addressed in
Information has been gathered from
Scotland in 2035. 5 or 6 key issues will...
Scotland Wide Consultations to help
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... be identified by the Church and
Society Council to focus on for at least
the next 10 years.
Glasgow the Caring City - the work of
this charity, founded by Rev Neil
Galbraith, in responding to the refugee
crisis was warmly commended.
Parish groupings - the Committee
intends to review the current working of
Parish groupings within the Presbytery.
Ministers and Session Clerks will be
asked to respond to a questionnaire, and
groupings themselves will be asked to
review their present activities and hopes
for the future.
World Mission - Scottish Churches antihuman trafficking group held a
conference on 17th October at St
George’s Tron.
Christian Solidarity Worldwide continues to work through human rights
and advocacy for religious freedom as
part of the ‘Pray justice for the
persecuted church’ programme, CSW
have joined with ‘we are worship’ for a
number of UK events.
Scotland’s Climate March - prior to the
UN Climate negotiations in Paris,
congregations are invited to join the
worldwide movement, marching for a
better future which takes place in
Edinburgh on 28th November. Further
information on the website.

‘Let us build a house’ project - the
Church of Scotland has been working in
partnership with United Mission Nepal
since 2005. Since the recent earthquake
in April, many thousands of new homes
are urgently required. United Missions
Nepal hopes to train stone masons, and
build earthquake-resistant homes for
over 7,000 families. Each house will cost
£500 and the World Mission Council has
challenged every Presbytery in Scotland
to contribute towards this funding.
Ecumenical relations and interfaith
matters - interfaith week is 22nd to 30th
November 2015. The theme will be ‘care
for creation’. Glasgow Churches
Together AGM was held in St George’s
Tron on 20th October 2015.
Community responsibility - the Lodging
House Mission is the new venue for the
official Glasgow Winter Night Shelter
from 1st December 2015 to March 2016.
Learning and nurture - a Children’s
Ministry Training Event will be held on
November 16th in the main hall of the
Guide Headquarters, Elmbank Street.
Presbytery web conference - in
conjunction with Websites4Christians, for
congregations and projects within
presbytery was held on 3rd November in
the Renfield Centre, Bath Street.

www.tachurch.org.uk
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New technology!
from the Glasgow Herald
Technology continues to dominate the lives of the young. A Newton Mearns reader
tells us:
“A friend’s five year old son was saying his prayers, and finished off with the usual
‘Amen’. After a brief pause he asked his mum - “is saying ‘amen’ a bit like pressing
the send button?”

Be Thankful
If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed
than the million who will not survive the week.
If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over your head
and a place to sleep, you are richer than 75 percent of the world.
If you have money in the bank or in your wallet, you are among the top 8 percent of
the world’s wealthy.
If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and are truly thankful, you are
blessed because the majority can, but most do not.
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Temple Anniesland Weddings!
Some recent photos of weddings!

Amy and David Buchanan

Mr and Mrs Gillard

Pete and Jennifer Slater

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Church Calendar
Sun 29th Nov - 11am - First Sunday in Advent
6.30pm - Knightswood Fellowship of Churches ecumenical service
at Knightswood Baptist church
2nd December - 7.30pm Congregational Board meeting.
Sunday 6th - 11am Second Sunday in Advent
6.30pm - service for those who have experienced loss
Sunday 13th 11am The sacrament of communion will be celebrated
6.30pm - The sacrament of communion will be celebrated
Saturday 19th Messy church party 4-6pm
Sunday 20th - 11am Christmas family service
4pm Christmas Choral service
Thursday 24th - 7pm Family Christingle service
11.30pm Watchnight service (carol singing from 11.15pm)
Friday 25th Dec. - 11am Christmas day family worship - bring your toys!
Sunday 27th December - 11am worship
Wednesday 30th December - Community lunch - a chance for people to
meet together and chat over some food! Tickets available soon.
Sunday 3rd January 11am worship - The sacrament of communion will be
celebrated.
Wednesday 6th January 7.30pm Kirk Session meeting
Sunday 10th January 11am worship - What is church membership about?
Sunday 17th January 11am worship
6.30pm Knightswood Fellowship of Churches
at Temple Anniesland
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