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Musings
from the
manse
Dear friends, in November
we had the opportunity to
see a supermoon, when the
moon came closer to the
earth than usual, and it looked brighter and bigger than normal. The cloudy
conditions prevented many of us seeing this as we would have liked but the
photos we did see were extraordinary - really strikingly bright and vivid. There
was a lot of excitement about all this!
It makes you think a little of the excitement of the wise men - probably in
Persia ( modern day Iran), when they saw the new star shining in the west. The
beauty of the star itself was incredible, but the fact that the location of it
corresponded with ancient prophecies that it heralded the birth of the Messiah,
was even more meaningful. It filled the wise men with such wonder and hope,
that they were willing to travel about 800 miles or so, to find out for themselves!
In the midst of a world where there is great political and economic uncertainty,
we need a similar symbol of hope and light in our lives today. It is too easy to be
(Continued on page 2)
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overcome by worry and anxiety about the future. And so we need to look to
the Messiah - Jesus Christ - for light and truth and grace. He was born in the
most humble of circumstances to a young girl in a small town. Like us, he too
lived in times of political upheaval and change, yet he fixed His eyes on His
heavenly father, and resolutely took the way of the cross, laying down His own
life, for the forgiveness of the sins of the world. He didn’t boast and shout and
exaggerate - He was content to point the way to God, to deal with each
person with respect and care, to submit His live to His heavenly purpose.
In Philippians chapter 2, Paul writes:
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ
Jesus:
6 Who, being in very
nature[a] God,
did not consider
equality with God
something to be used
to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made
himself nothing
by taking the very
nature[b] of a servant,
being made in human
likeness.
8 And being found in
appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient
to death—
even death on a
cross!
In all Jesus’ life, from his birth
to his death and resurrection,
Jesus emptied himself of
(Continued on page 3)
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Notice Board
Advent Calendar with a
difference

The deadline for the Spring
2017 edition of Crosstalk is

A new online Advent calendar is
5th FEBRUARY 2017
bringing the true spirit of Christmas to
Articles can be handed to the AV desk
life with 25 specially created videos
in the church on Sunday or to the
made by members of the Church of
Scotland ministries team.
Church Office or emailed to:
office@tachurch.org.uk or any other
Each of the thought provoking, often
way you can think to get the
hard-hitting, films feature trainee
ministers, probationers, a deacon and information to the editor!
youth workers from across the
country who reflect on a word that
symbolises the true meaning of the
season.

Half of the daily messages, which are
also inspiring and uplifting, have been
recorded by women and follow on
from the Church’s successful Advent
campaign last year which saw 24
short videos viewed more than
180,000 times.
(Continued from page 2)

If you have a computer or tablet with
access to the internet you can find the
Advent Calendar at: :http://churchofscotland.adventcalendar.net
or just go to the
Church of Scotland
website and click on
the link on the home
page.
In the midst of our uncertainties and
worries, may the light of Jesus Christ
shine upon us this Christmas, giving
us clarity and strength and hope, not
just for us, but for this whole world.

trivialities and resentments, so he
could be full of the beauty and
purpose of God, of God’s Holy spirit,
so God’s light could shine through
him. One name for Jesus in the book Wishing you every blessing at
of Revelation is “ bright morning star”, Christmas,
the one who guides us and inspires us
Fiona Gardner
in our lives.
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Congregational Register
Baptisms - we give thanks for the baptism of:

25 September - Lyra May Anita Renee Tierney
23 October

- Archie William Buchanan

Deaths - “blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted”
September - Nessie Dinning

Nursing Home

September - Lily McGregor

District 15

October

District 03

- Flora Scott

Blythswood Shoeboxes
Alison Gray
I would just like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to all
who contributed goods or money to buy
things to fill the shoe boxes, or money to help
with transport; and of course those who
supported our coffee morning.
The Sunday Club gave us 2 beautifully covered boxes filled with wonderful things;
one for a teenage boy and one for a teenage girl. So altogether we have given 122
boxes, which will bring a lot of happiness to those receive them. They are always
very grateful.
The Job Centre and the Dalmarnock Police gave us bags of lovely things - clothes,
toys and toiletries - and the Job Centre also gave us £40 towards transport, which
was a great help.
This is Blythswood’s 50th year of sending shoeboxes and the plan is to fill a total of
150,000 boxes!!
Thank you for all your help this year. It was wonderful!
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Alison Gray.

Youth work update December
2016
Coming Up!
As we move into December and come
to the end of another term, the
excitement about Christmas is
certainly building – as we all found out
last Sunday on the lighting of the first
advent candle (thanks to Fiona for
managing the impending stampede
of willing helpers so well!) We’ve got
plenty coming up including lots of fun
and games (and maybe a visit from a
man in a red suit!) at the Sunday Club
and Messy Church Christmas Party on
the 17th December from 4-6pm. We
are very much looking forward to our
Christmas Family Service on the 18th
December at 11am – children, get
your animal onesies ready! The
Christmas Eve Christingle and
Christmas Day Services are also much
anticipated highlights of the year and I
look forward to seeing you at these
special services as we come together
to celebrate the amazing miracle of
God with us.

writing prayers which they will lead at
one of the end-of-term services and
the S1 lunch club, which has been
going from strength to strength, will
enjoy a well-deserved break after a
lively term. Both groups have been a
joy to work with.

Youth Organisations
At church, we’ve already been able to
enjoy this year’s annual Christmas Fair
in aid of A Place at the Table’s work in
Syria and the Youth Development
Fund. I would like to give huge thanks
to everyone who did so much to
organise the event, decorate halls,
and contribute to the day’s
enjoyment, and of course also to all of
you who came and supported.
Looking further back, October saw
the first of the new youth organisation
joint nights, which was very successful.
The Brownies, Guides and BB got
together for an evening of games, fun
and food. There will be another joint
event in the New Year focusing on this
In the Schools
year’s church theme of Pilgrimage.
Preparations for end-of-term school Hopefully these joint evenings will
services and Christmas workshops are become a regular feature of our
well under-way and the chaplaincy
church family calendar.
team are delighted to be able to join
with Knightswood Primary and
Thanks and Hope
Secondary schools for some
Looking back over this term, there is
Christmas fun and celebrations. The so much to be thankful for, and much
(Continued on page 7)
SU group in KSS have been busy
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annual basis, as well as my normal plug
in every magazine for the last sixteen
years - If you pay tax and have not yet
signed a tax gift aid form please
contact Elisabeth Robertson (Tel No.
Fergus Platt
959 0498) and she will be delighted to
As I have mentioned before, I am give you one.
always amazed at all the jobs that go
on in the church that we just take for The Harvest Sunday collection for
granted, behind the scenes, so to Tearfund was a superb figure of
speak. For example the church flowers £728.88 which is well up on last year’s
just appear on a Sunday and are then figure.
delivered normally to those of the
congregation who are ill and unable to I regret to report that we are still in
attend. The faulty light bulbs just get deficit in the General Fund for the year
changed. Life and Work magazine to date by £6,826 which is a lot better
appears in your pew every month. We than last year at this time when it was
regularly get new pulpit and lectern in deficit by £11,883. In my last report I
falls. Tea after the morning service informed you of the number of Funds
especially the tray, which is brought we have. It was brought to my
through to the team doing the count. attention that we have a couple of
The intimation sheet and order of funds to help the youth of the church
service every Sunday. The overhead but nothing for the elderly and as we
projection of the hymns. The W F O have just received an anonymous
envelopes. The minutes for the Session donation and the donor said that I
and Board Meetings. Better not forget should decide where it goes I have
the magazine editing production decided and the Kirk Session has
collating and contributors. I am sure agreed that a new restricted fund
that there are others, which escape me should be set up to give assistance to
at the moment, but you will agree it the elderly. In my last report I asked for
takes a lot of people to ensure that the donations for the Youth Fund and we
aforementioned happens.
are still open to donations for this Fund

Treasurer’s
Report

I am always asking the congregation to
review their givings on at least an
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(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 5)

Youth Work Update
to be excited and hopeful for in the
next. As always, I am incredibly
thankful for all the support from the
congregation: for the wonderful youth
and children’s leaders, for all those
who support us in prayer and give me
so much encouragement. I pray that
you will know the peace, love, joy and
hope of Christ this Christmas and look
forward to journeying together into all
that the New Year might bring.

Please keep checking the intimations
sheets and website for further details
of events. If you would like to know
more about any of our youth,
children’s and families’ work or would
like to explore getting involved I
would be delighted to speak to you.
Please do grab me after the service
on a Sunday or contact me by phone
(0141 954 9098) or email
(youthworker.ellen@gmail.com).

Ellen

(Continued from page 6) Treasurer’s

Report

Now for the good news - I will be
and although I am not asking for missing for a couple of Sundays, as I
donations to this new fund, am off to Florida on a few courses.
donations would certainly be most The bad news is that I will return.
welcome.
Fergus
www.tachurch.org.uk

Page 7

Group, Hazel Watson, highlighted
information on the implementation of
the Human Trafficking and Exploitation
(Scotland) Act, which received Royal
assent last November. The Group is
particularly looking for support to
provide spiritual befriending for
Anne Weir (Presbytery Elder) women who may want to attend
13th Sep 2016 - This meeting took church, and/or wish to have a prayer
place in Sherbrooke St Gilbert’s church partner.
and was constituted by the new
Ecumenical Relations and Interfaith
Moderator, Rev Jeanne Roddick
Matters:
(Greenbank Church).
1. Interfaith Week (13th-20th Nov.) was

Extracts from
Presbytery
Meetings

Business Committee: Due to the
concern about the closures of elderly
care provisions in the West end of
Glasgow, the Community
Responsibility Committee has been in
contact with the Prebytery Clerk, who is
writing to the City Council, expressing
the Presbytery’s concern.
Superintendence: Local Church
Review reports were given for 4
churches - Carnwadric, Govan
Linthouse, Sandyhills and Springburn.

focussing on “religion and the Media”.
A toolkit to resource planning interfaith
activities is available on the website www.interfaithscotland.org.
2. Interfaith Glasgow: The official
launch of Interfaith Glasgow as a
Scottish Charity Incorporated
Organisation(SCIO) was held on
Monday 14th Nov. In Glasgow City
Chambers.

World Mission:
1. The Church of Scotland and Christian
Aid organised a ‘World Mission Care
Community Responsibility:
for Creation’ conference on 1st Oct. at
1. Interfaith Glasgow Food Justice
Network are drafting a Decelaration of Bridge of Allan on “Climate Change changes Lives”. Speakers from around
Common Purpose, to represent the
the world took part. Workshops were
values an view of groups working
available to explore how we can
across the city in the matter of food
justice. It is intended to publicly launch respond in Scotland.
this Declaration in the presence of the 2. Emergency appeal for Malawi:local press and MSP on 17th Nov.
Christian Aid Scotland launched an
during Interfaith Week.
emergency appeal to help support
2. Human trafficking and Exploitation. communities in Malawi through the
The Convener of of the Scottish
current devastating drought, which has
Churches Anti-Human Trafficking
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left 6.5 million people withour access
to enough food. The first £70,000
donated will be match-funded by the
Scottish Government.
Worship: The Prayer Diary is available
online at the Resources page of the
Presbytery of Glasgow website.

3. What is it that you value most about
the various roles of ministry in its
widest sense?
All the answers and comments given in
each of the Regional meetings will be
collated and reported on at a future
Presbytery meeting.

For the second part of the meeting a
presentation was given on the Draft
Regional Meeting organised according
Discipline Act by Mr Robert Hynd of
to congregational groups from the
Hyndland Church. It is hoped that
Presbytery Plan. The venue for the
there will be a reform and
churches in the City Cenre and N.W of
consolidation of the Church’s
the city(including Temple-Anniesland)
Disciplinary Act(2001), resulting in a
was Wellington Church and the
new Disciplinary Code(2017).
meeting was constituted by the
Discussion groups followed and final
church’s minster, Rev David Sinclair.
report will be given to the Presbytery.
For the first part of the meeting and in
Christmas at Temple
groups of 7 or 8, we were invited to
discuss the Report of the Panel on
Anniesland
Review and Reform Section 3 - with
18th Dec 4:00pm
particular reference to rejuvenating
Ministry, and also Eldership. Each
Come and enjoy our
group was asked to discuss 3
Christmas Choral Service
questions:
1.
a)What would a modern elder
with our augmented choir.
look like in terms of skills and
Your chance to sing and listen
competence?
b) How do we equip an elder
to beautiful carols and hear
with skills and competence?
Bible readings that bring out
2. The increasing complexity of
the joy and wonder of
statutory compliance (e.g. finance,
health and safety, protection of
Christmas.
children and vulnerable adults, and
Why not bring your
data protection) is leading to a burden
friends too?
for Ministers and office-bearers, which
is causing considerable strain. What
possibilities do you see that could
ease the load?

11th October 2016 - This was a
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It’s Christmas!
John Brown
What can I say about Christmas this
year? Do you feel it has all been said
before? When we go back to basics, at
Christmas what we all want is to be
with family and/or friends and enjoy
the festivities, which actually celebrate
the gift that God gave us at Christmas,
Jesus his only son, born as a baby.

Christmas, which says, "I love you, and
let me show you how, in person" There
is a difference, I think, between the
peace of nostalgia and that peace
brought into the world through Jesus.
Advent challenge

Perhaps Advent is a good time to
examine our relationship with Jesus in
this last year. Do you sometimes drift
along aimlessly, living your life through
the seasonal fluctuations in a circle of
contentment without taking any
deviations or risks. Why not ask
Nostalgic Peace?
yourself if you have grown cosy and
accustomed to this lifestyle? Or do you
I am not an emotional person
find yourself often enduring pain and
generally but I cannot help but get
caught up in the atmosphere of some hardship without bringing all that to
of the Christmas films that are shown
Jesus in prayer? If so, might it be time
throughout the holiday season. A
for a wakeup call? To keep our faith
Christmas film lets me drift back in my alive I feel we all have to be challenged
mind to a time when it seemed we had
and need to respond to that challenge
no worries, as we were safe and
- and remember this. When we go out
secure, perhaps as part of a family unit.
The peace that came with that feeling of our way for Jesus he empowers us
of being safe and secure seemed easy with just the right gifts and qualities
that we need to respond in a way that
to find then.
will further his purpose here on this
These days our world appears less and
earth.
less at peace but if I listen and respond
to Jesus saying, ‘I have told you these Love in action

things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world.’(John 16:33) then I

And how might we respond? At
Christmas time there is often an air of
positivity around. For us, recognising
God’s gift of Love, it can be more than
begin to realise the momentous nature responding to the good wishes of
of God's graceful, gentle touch at
friend and neighbours; we may be
Page 10

www.tachurch.org.uk

able to harness this in ourselves to do
some good. Even a smile for a
stranger helps. Spare a thought and
prayer too for the refugees moving
from war zones who are alone,
especially the children with no parents
or friends; with no one to guide them
through these horrendously troubled
times in their young lives and keep
them safe. You will know better than I
what your next step might be.

waiting for you all your life. Do take
the time, while you celebrate in
whatever way on this joyful occasion,
to let Christ live in you. I hope you find
a period of peace around you, peace
and inner stillness where you can
reflect on your life and rejoice where
Jesus is within it.

Personally, my Christmas wish is for a
world at peace, at Christmas and
throughout the year. A world where
And if you feel you have no one to
we all have learned to give love and
turn to yourself, Jesus’ presence
understanding to people of all faiths
reminds us we are never alone or
and cultures, including those who hold
unloved. He is waiting for you and all extreme views. A world where each of
you need to do is ask Him to be a
us, in our own lives, live to bring
living part of your life. This can be a
lasting peace, love, joy and stability to
gift that truly never stops giving.
our community; helping in our own
personal ways to aid the people of our
Peace
street, city, nation and all nations to
On Christmas morning, as you enjoy
rebuild their lives, their families and
the festivities and open your presents, countries.
do you leave the best till last? Have
you claimed the gift that has been
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Christmas and New Year Church Calendar
Sun 4th Dec

11.00am
5.00pm

6.30.pm
Wed 7th Dec
Sun 11th Dec

7:30 pm
11.00am

6.30pm
Sat 17th Dec
Sun 18th Dec
Sat 24th Dec

4.00.pm
11.00am
4.00.pm
7.00.pm
11.30.pm

Sun 25th Dec

11.00.am

Thu 29th Dec

2:00 pm,

Second Sunday in Advent
Meeting at Church to watch
lighting of Christmas Tree at
Anniesland Cross - tea/coffee
Service for those who have
experienced loss - tea/coffee
Congregational Board Meeting
Third Sunday in Advent
The Sacrament of Communion
will be celebrated
The Sacrament of Communion
will be celebrated
Messy Church Christmas!
Christmas Family service
Christmas Choral service
Family Christingle service
Watchnight Service (carol singing
from 11.15pm)
Christmas Day family worship
- bring your toys!
Twixmas(Community) Lunch

2017
Sun 1st Jan

11:00 am

Sun 8th Jan
Wed 11th Jan
Sun 15th Jan

11:00 am
7:30 pm
11:00 am
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New Year Service
The Sacrament of Communion
will be celebrated
Worship
Kirk Session Meeting
Worship
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